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READER. 


H E Author. of this 
- Diſcourſe, being Ae- 
Jo redto.Preach,' 4 4 
'Þ8 ace where he was, - 
3 jv home z. He.re- J 
colleficd the. Sermon\ which be had * 
(. Jaſt delivered in hs own Co ONgic= : 
\..gation,: .4nd made-aſe of that. . 78 
| ſeems thee were preſent. wha chan- 
(_ce410 miſtake: meyning infome 1 
 'things,#03inconſiderable. Fo.Qris="" 7 
"tie ie ſame of thole, he yiit downght | 
 S -- Diſcourſe * 


/ | The Publiſher 
Diſcourſe while'twas yet freſh in h 
memory, #ztending it for the {i9hf 
of two or three, by whom be was | 
unhappy. 4 to be miſapprehendedh: 
Before thoſe went ont of his hands| 
T had accidentally, 4 fight of then 
#n bis Chamber, and. thought they 
might. be very. fir for the publiquE. 
view,i to which'l deſired they migh b Ws 
be expoſed. Becanſe the Subjet ih, 
great, nd orave, andthe Dilcourſey 
18.0 Judgement, gives a very cleai : 
#nd intelligible account of the rea 
difficultics'sf Religion,«ndfhe way 
"#8 overcome them . both which are 
- £00 x" in Phraſes ar 
-.Contuſions. 5 which 5t will ap 
- pear,thatthoſe whom ſome are plea- 
' ſed in ſcorn, tocall the Rational 


ut 37 
cript 


able 


lars 
de 
ſec 
{u« 
ol 
CC 


6 . , w 
_ Divines, do not make the way to| ; 
Heaven ſo cafie,' «thoſe Maligners| , 


» of thexs; affirm of ther DoQtines -* 
<P. a1 ; 
FLA S But 


in bt indeed. repreſent it ſo 4s the. 3 
fohf cr;pture hath done to their hands. | 
3 


4.4 | Beſides which, 1 found in this 
:4gPiſcourſe, 4 very plain end praGi- 
her Kable method to act by, in order #0 
the(07ts being good and happy ; even 
q 14{#ch 4 one; as ſeems tome very apt Fo 
iz ,gancourage our endeavours, 47d {0- 
2 Fberly angſafely to direft ws inthem,. 
| For it « not mad: up of Mctaphors, 
07 dark Generals, or diſputable No-. 
«aj LOnS,0r a8mer 045 COnfuled particu-. 
2) lars :. But of things fairly tobe un- 
 derftood, and certainly to be praQti- 
ſed,andeafily to be remembred : and- 
ſuch a« tend all to the perfection of 
 olir natures, ! thoght alſo that mang. 
| confiderable things . ##, Religion; 
were ſtated very (enfibly. and. Clearly. 
in. theſe Papers, and'a grovnd laid 
to deliver the minds of men from mi 
Wrks "o uy. þ 


3 1% 
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pF , © _ ChePibichior 
* 2») vain andunſfound Nottons,whith 


hve much perverted and depraved pave ; 
the true, {ober, practical Divinity, }* G 


But the chiefelt thing for which 1p0 $99 


_ defiredits Publication, was, Becanſe | 
it fo plainly 4nd diſtinQly dete@?s [| 
one of the greateſt, moſt popular, | 
and mojt dangerous Tmpoſtures of | 
our age, by diſcovering how far the; 
meer Animal Religion may go; and | 


how little -t 72ally ſignifies, norwirh- 
flandingits glorious ſhews and pre- 


| Fences. By.this part of the Diſccuſe, 
-- many may ſee how much they have. 


been'miſtaken in the opinion of their 


ownGodlincſſc,& that the things of 


which they have been ſo enamoured, 
havenethjns Divine or Supernaty. 


ral is them, 7 ſay, for ſuch Reaſons; 


F- I was defirous that this Diſcourſe 
ſhould be publique, The Author «t 


firſ 


bichfrſbwas averſe tot; bupar ting 


#y, fed: Andin gratitude for the kind- 
Ineſs, 1think fit to do #imthat right, 

h 1180 give this account of the occaſion 

#/e jof its coming abroad: 

FF, f 

r, 5 cAnd tothilamio add, That 

ofF'} though tha "Diſcourſe was never 


7 | lickly delivered ; yer for thefatisfa- 


n 
þ. 0 


- | ion of thoſe that miſtook» #t, ' T: 
aſſure them ſrom the Author. Thet 


[ 


| | bere « all that wat ſpoken, | aud fax. 


words,ovly the Inferences, 41d fore. 
| other things up and downare added, 
| bat nothing that he knows omitted, 
I ſhal preſume to add no more, but now 
remit the Reader tothe Book it ſelf... 


William Allen, 


thhe, 
vedpave it mefodowith. itawhat I ples. 


w | written 740 4fter it had bren.pub- 


the maſt part theſame order and | 
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OW | ee, i [purp 
: Aty Friezd, P 


| bapr 
| '. ; my 


JOS > believe] needed not here.. | © 
/ Ph 


often medir 
that miphe 


your Ohijefeſt 


tofore have taken much | Whi 
Ty Pains to afſure you of | 9d 
WI the fncerity of my | 7+ 
49  Priendbip ; But after | P* 
.. {long anabſence, ants | Ie 


en long my care ; and 1 have /' ©Þ 
to ſend you ſomethin © 
you 1n your eteryalju.. C01 

ſe 1 thought moſt, becauſe te 

» and Tknow yot fir 


eſteem an 


Toa/wear Friend” I 
#: feem them moſt:'Ard Laminnocape- - 
ity of coritributing.to your other con=: | 
+ Terns. But hitherto, rotwithſtanding 
thoſe thoughts, my aff: Rion hath pro- _ 
{duced nothing but deſires and intentions. 
17 was lately corfideiing, with trouble, 
1, jbow. much [ had been defeated inthoſe 
' Fpurpoſes, and how frequently and on- 
{happily diverted; whey tt came 1nto 
' 7 my wird, .that there was a little Diſ- 
-. | courſc of niine gone newly tothe Preſs, 
h © Which I fancied you would not di{like, 
| 8nd remembring rhat the Subje was 1 
- © The Way of Yappineſſle, which 1'as 
| Paſſionatly defire tor you 35 for my ſelf, * 
| Irpleaſed me with the thoughts of put- 
ting it into yoar bands, 20d fo in that 
way, of conveying my ſelf to you;which 
that I might d», with ſome ſpeciat notre. 
of a more than ordinary regard, 
thought of his courſe of particular re- 
| commend: ©» and direftion, The Book 
| . contains things that you have ſometimes 
heard me Diſc-urſe, and Jam very de- © 
firous ther you ſhould chrovghly dige |, 
and retain thoſe Notes, becauſe 7 be- 
| A5 licve 
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 lieve they will Reed you': norcan 7 
daube, but that you will endeavour to 
do ſo, becauſe they are the thonghes | 
and counſels of { 


Tony moſt conflant Friend, 
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') Strive to enter in at the ets ppb Gate? 
For may, 1 ſay unto you, hal ſech. - 


F 
: 10 enter jn, and ſhalt not bs able. 
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INTRODUCTION: 


ZH EN 1 conſider. the ' 
Iz $o0dneſſe.of God.; ang ; 
the merits of his. Son, © 
our. Saviour ; and the : 
Influences of the Holy : 
Spirit; and all the ad- s 
vantages of the Goſyel ; The cereain- -- 
2 ot us Principles, the reeſeyabendls I 


_ 


{ fits duties, the 
[ft The (@:«bleneſs of its means, the Glory 


aſlift 


greatneſs of its ends, : 1 | 


the Holy Ghoſt is poWverfil and ready to 


ofitFRewards, and the Terronr of its | — 
pruniſoments ; 1 fay , when 1 confider | ved? 
| 7heſe, and then look upon Afar as a || the Q 
It reaſonable Creature, apprehenſive of | {14% 
hf ODnty, and 5vtereft, and apt to-be mo» | Wil /« 
itt ved by hopes andfears ; I cannot but | Inw!l 
tf wonder, and be aſtoniſht ro think, % 
WE that notwithſtanding «8 thi, the far | the ( 
greater part of men ſhould finally mi&- | 
carry, and be undone. *Tis pollible ( 
ſome ſuch Confider:tions might be the | our 
occafſon of the 2xeſtion propounded | Du! 
W to our Savior in the verſe immediate | $4 
I! ly foregoing the Text Lerd,are ; 
Ut there Few that be ſaved Þ- God 18 Love, en' 
MM and all the Creatures are Hz, and man ne 
i anoble fort 3 He isthe Lover of Mev, ſtr 
* and Thos art the Redeemer of Men ;. ar 
i And though Han hath offended, yer at 
| God is propenſe to pardon, and inThee | 
{!f. he is reconciled 3/He is defirous of our \ t 
#t happinefſe, and Thonart come into the \\, «c 
- world to. offer, and promote ity ant V1 


ds, kit our indeavours ; We were made 
ory or happineſſe, and we. ſeek tt; ; 
Sts 
der 


In which words we have three things, 


—_—— 


_— 


And 
w=—— Loyd, are there Few that Þ: fax 
ved? The Text is Chriſt's return ro 
the Queſtion, | Strive 10 enter in at the' _ 
ſtraight Gate ; for many, 4 ſay unto you, 
Will ſech to enter, and (hal not be able, 


(1) AnAnſwer imply'd:Srraight & 
the Gate, , <«: 3 
(11) A duty expreſt, Strive to enter, 
(11E) A Conſideration to: 1ngage. 
our greater care and diligence inthe 
Duty ; For many will ſech. to enter; and 

Gal not be able, FN GTRIOR 
By the Gate we may underſtand the 
entrance,: and all the ' way of Happi- 
neſs, and: that is, Religion ;- By: the 
ſtraightnefs: of it, the Difficulties we 
are to encounter; By ſlriving, .carneſt * 
and ſincere endeavour ; By ſeeking, an } 
imper{ett ſtriving ; And from the words © 
thu: briefly explain*d, Theſe Propofitt- - 4 
ons offer themſelves to our Conftdes 2 
ration. KY 
'1, Lhere are many and great. dificul#: : 
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| £l08in Religion. The Gare & ftratght. . to ſay 3 

E 4 a The Difficulties map be over1 Conſic 
| of | ſtriving. Streve to #ntex, Relighc 

ITE There ts. ſozt of firiving thath jng+ # 

wiinot pzocure anentrance, Fir waxy»; robe: 

| ſockto enter.in, and fial.nu be able. || or big 
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lf There are great Difficulties Religi- | by 1 
| ON, Religion 5 not hard to be wnder- | out 
- Rood, The Difficulties ar5/e (1) froms | vl 
the Depravities of owr:Natures, (2) | bei 
« from the Influences of the fen'es, (3) \ who 
 - Fromthediſorder of our paſſion, (4) | -no 
- fromthe power of Cuſtom, 5.) frons. | 
evilexample,and (6): {rom worldly tl 
intereſts a»d ingagements. fr 
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yore with the Fir# in order, viz, |. * 
+ &. That chere are many and great diffl, 4. | 


* cultiepin Religion And to what | have 
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| Imagination, 'nor wraptup in ical | 
| cloathing 3 But'tis obviows and famili-. | 


| orihigh+Ffrain'd notion; ?tis.no gilded, ; 


1 by Flifvermen, and Mechanic ks, withs 
! out pomp of ſpeech, or height of ſpe-. - 


not to exerciſe the Wits of the notional, + 


-  Thegreas -Precepts of the Goſpel are. _ 


 fibleto the common eye,asto the Eagle b 


LL UE UCHAP LO WAPPINEUY, 3. 
to ſay about it, Lpremiſe this negative, | 
Conſideration, That the Difficulties of 1 
Religion do not lye.in the VUnderſtang-. 
Ing. Religion is | Pics; thing, and eafie | 
to be #nder#Food. *Tis no-deep. ubtiley,, 


phancy,. or elaborates exerciſe of the | 
brain 3. *'Tis not plac'd-in the clouds of 


ar, eafie and intelligible; Firlt preach't. 


Culation 3 addreſt to Babes and Ple- . 
beian heads; and intended to govern. 
the wills of the boneFF,and: prcere 3 and; - 


and-exrioue. So that'we need not mount. ? 
the wingr of the wind to ferch Religion : 
from the fears ; nor go down to the. 
deep'to fetch it wp from thence s For 
"tis: with #*s, and before «,"as 0Pen Ag. 5 


cloathed in-Sun-beams, 'and are as vj» I 


upon 


+ wile dal. at a pee 


If} upon the higheſt perch. * ſis no piece) Relis 
ff} of wit or ſubtilty to-be a Chriftian, noriflhe My 
bt will it require much ſtudy, or learned: hat WEC 
retirement to underffand the Religion: $, EnOou 
_ we muſt praftiſe, That: which-was ng ſ#* 
to be known of God, was manifeitto.the we can 

yery Heathen, Row 1.'X1x. The Law Yand *C 

& light, faith Sotomon, Proviviixiit, Ninto © 
And *tis not only a ſingle paſſing glance || meckl 
ON the eyes5 but *ris par into the heare,, ration 
; and. the promiſe is; that: we tall all. into. 
| know him, fromthe greateſf-rothslkeaſk || whe da 
Fi Our dur is ſetup in open places and |} Und 
Ti. ſhone upon by a' clear beam; *Twas | ef « 
£#- written of old upon the plain Tables of of © 
th Habakkuk, Hab. 11. 11. So that the || Fan 
' running eye might /ce and reads And | van 

the Religion of the H, Feſta like him. | 


| ſelf, came into the world with razes | pla 

abour its head. FLV 4a 

* Religion, I ay, is c/ear, and plain,, \ Tl 

| and what is not /o, may concern the | ar 

| Theatre, or the Schools ; mayencedtain: ,. | Y* 

| Mens wits, and ſerve the" intereſt of = t] 
: diſputes ; But "ris nothing to Religion, A 


| tis nothingto the intereſt ofmeiis ſouls. 
2468 Un Re- 


ece} Religion was once at&Hyft 
orithe Myſtery is revealed;and.tho : 
e>&-Fhat we yet count Myſteries, are plain- 
1&3 enough diſcover'd a$; to their be= 
1s ng ſuch as we believe them, though 
© we cannot underſtand the manner howz 
» Hand *cis no part of Relsgion. to inquire 
» Finto . that, but rather.. J8 1njoins:'u8. - 
> | meckly to acquieſce in the plain decla=: 
- rations of Faith without bold ſcrutiny _ 
into hidden things.In ſhort then i ſays : 
the difficulties of Religion are not in the, 
Underſtanding; In prompto & Facilt 
eft eternitas,(aid the Father; The affairs 
of eternity depend onthings ee/ieand.: = 
Familiar, And I premiſe this to pre». 4 
- | vent dangerous miſtakes, 
/ But though Religion be ſo facile,and 
plain a thing to be underſtood, yerthe 
way to Heaven is no broad or eaſie paths 
{ The Gate s ftraight enough for all thats 
# and I now come to ſhew what are the. 
real difficulties of Religion, and whence - 
they ariſe, | | 
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# £\ Ne great Difficulty ariſeth from 


Scripture intimates, That we are con- 
+ Ceived'in fin, Plalm Iv. x, Trangreſ- 
F. ſours from the womb, Tfaial, xIvii. 8, 
and Children of wrath , Epheſ. it. 2, 
_ And* we find by experience that we 
bring »i/e inclinations into the world 


injurious; proud and imperious;luſtfal, 


FF Wnjaſt; hamourſome, and Gdiſcontented; 
F treacherous; and fa'ſe. And there is 
F ſcarce an inftance of habitual vice, or 
| villany, but ſome or other are addited 
if to itby their particular make and 4- 
| F#urer: Tay, their natures, for certain- 

ly it is not true what ſome affirm ( to 
| ferve cheir opinions ) in contradigi- 
on to experience: That vices are-n0t in 


| Corrupt education, evil cuftoms and ex. 
F- ewp/er; For we ſec thatthoſe whoſe 
edn- 


- Hdintatic 


wit us. Some are naturally cruel,and. 


it PErevengeful: Others, Covetqus, ang 


; mens natural propenfions: but inftill'd by 


(II X 1 
33-3 
$M 


differ 
their "i 
| breedi 


the depravity of our natures, The who 


exampy 
in let 
pleaſn 

with 


dntation hath been the ſame, doyet'. ! 
differ 'extreamly from each other in 
their -inclinarions, Avd ſome, . whole | 
Mf breeding hath-been careleſs and looſe, + 
be Þ who [have ſeen almoſt nothing elſe but” 
- | examples of vice ; and been inftrufted |! 
in little, befidesthe arts of Vanity and * 
+ | pleaſare; I ſay,there are ſuch who not= 
« | withſtanding theſe their «happy cit» 
cumſtances, diſcover none of thoſe vile 
| | inclinations, and propenfions, that are 
In #thers whole education hath been very 
firit and advantageous, This | think ? 
is enough to ſhew that many of onr” - 
evil habits are from »at#re,andnot from + 
cuſtom only. REED 
- And - yet I cannot ſay that Himane” © 
Natare- isſo debaucht, that every man” 
is inclin'd to every ersl by #r: For” 
there are thoſe, who by their rempers © 
are averſe to ſome kind of vices, and 
naturally diſpoſed to the contrary ver-" 
+ pes; ſome by their conſbitwtions are inv | 
/ clined to hate Cruelty, Covetonſneſs, ' - 
(ying ,imprdence, and 3njuſitce, andare 1 
by- remper merciful, liberal, wideſt, | 


fue 
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ome borr;d Crnelties; And all men, 


f "EXCEpt Aonfers in hu 
| 
+ 


diſpoſed tO /orme vertues, ſuch as Love || 


GO Children, and kindneſi'to Friends, 
| And. BenefaBors, All this I muſt con- 
t fels and lay, becauſe EXPErIence Cone 


| Urains me; and I do: not know why 
| Pf ematick Hortons ſhould [way more 
\ Thenthar, | 


- Bae not wichſtanding theſe laſt COnNes 


| ccffions, .*tis evident enough that our 
- DAtares are much vitiated, and depra- 


3 7 3 ad this makes our bufinefle in. 


the Way: of Religion, aifficult, Fox 
; Or Work 3s, to cleanſe our Natures 


nation a re Very dear, and grateful ' 
«They are our right hands, and 
| _ Our 


yy _ 7 . 5 4 V l 3 £ oY 4 >; . $:: a; - A x " ; 
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our right eyes, and 'efteeried as ony | 
| ſelves: So that tO ext off, afiQ pluck 
| out theſe, and to bid defance to, wand 
wage wat againſt"our (elves; to'de- 
 Rroy the firſt-born of our natures; afd 
7 tolop offour own limbs ; This:cannor 
2 but be very irk [cme and diſþledſant ing< I 
7 ployment,and chis is one chick bufigeſs, j 
{ "and a conſiderable thing that makes 
Religion difficult. ” 2G 
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I 1. A Nother diffcxlty ariſeth from | 

che vflence_of .che Senſ@r, * 

We ace creaflices of /en/e, and lenfible * 
things do molt 'powerfully/moye us ; * 
we are born Children, andlive at firſt ? 

' the fe of beaſts, That Age Teceives - 
deep impreſſions, and chole.'#re made 2 


p PL? 
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. by the /enſes, whoſe TORN O'S 
ſtrong, and eftabliſht in'us:before we | 

. .cometothe #ſe vf reaſon, and after We - 
* have arrivedrto the exereiſc of ehar, ſen» | 
' ſible obje&ts ſtill poſſe/7 our affeUliong, 8 * 
_ ſway our Wis, and fil -our Tanaginans- 


2 Ro edanenns.. _ ds 
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| -fochat we /ove, and hate; we defire 
| and chooſe, we phancy, and we dif 
; Courſe according to thoſe smpreſſicng ; 
t And hence itis that weare enamonr'd 
- of erifles, and fly from our happineſs: 


, and -its ſenſes are the.chicf Foun. 


| Upon which accounts it was that the 
F Platonical Philoſophers declaim'd fo 

ef ty againſt the body, and aſcrib'd 
Wl! miſchicf to ity-calling 
depict 4 aT43s PP. corfaree P #4; + Patee 
tal exhts, a0 04:'y plagues. And the 


- a. 


+ -Apoſtigthac undyeſtogd it better, calls 
+ - fn by Fe.name of Fleſb,. v Gal. xvi's 
| Wks of hefef, Cal vorrs, Low of 


& - #6, _ Memory, Rom, VII. xx111. 
| - and*eries. our upon the body of this 


b" Rom. y21. XXIV» 


ah. 7%. 
- . 


a” 


{&teſybject to the prevalent in- 
| y 


{+ 07, and; influence our Vnderſtandings; 


Wai/bly ;. For the influence of the bo- ' 
| ainsof ſn, and Folly and Tempration; © 


F And now this is oarfeervra) cotidi- 
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| | 
N= 
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s | 
| | 

i 
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"The Way to Yappinelle. 13 * 
by them; and *tis our workin Religion ; 
to mortifie the body; viii. Rom. Xx1lis 
is || and to ceaſe from making provijon for 
5.8 the fleſh, xiii, Rom. xiv. and from fats 
'4 Þ: fling the luſts thereof,v, Gal, xiv. To 
's & r<nder our (elves dead to the prevalent 
is Þ life of ſenſe, and fin, Roms, vi.B.and 11s * 
» | %. andto ariſe toa new life, Rom. vi, 
» $ 4: The life of righteouſneſs, and Faith, © 
. F Hab. ii. 4. A Life that hath other 
: | Principles, and other pleaſures ; other | 
objefls, and other ends, and ſwueb as 
4 neither eye hath ſcen, nor ear beard, nor- 
any of the ſenſes perceived., Yea this 
is a Life that is exerciſed in contrads73- . 


k rg 
| j} (F.- 


oy to. the judgements of ſenſe. Its joy, 
1: a 

f greatneſs, 
b 1 4 


| \80..Religtonis i 
. toraiſe us; and it muſt.needs be deffiowe _q 
.to:.make *, who arc ſo much Brates,to 4 
be: fo much Angels 3 #.\who ſeemto & 
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 liveby nothing leſs; This with a wit- ſurp 
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" another difficwlty in Religions | 


ed * 


neſs is an hard and uneafte work, and — 
Yan 

of 

Sx et, TV, © eng 
£: ; Land ( 
(HI.) A T hird proceeds from the reduc 
4 , £ Anatural diſorder, and rage of the | 
ofir paſſions, Our Corrupt natures are ming 
like the rroabled Sea, 1/a. lvii. 20, And | £%%" 
vur paſſions are the Waves of that Ocean, || TE 
that tumble and (well,and keep a migh® | the, 


ty _noiſe ; they daſh againſt the rocks, ſona 
and break; one againſt another ; and || 2! 
-our peace, and happineſs ,is ſhip- | 
+514 oe Oar paſſions make ts | her 
" miſerable, We ate ſometimes ſtifled by | S"* 
their numbers, and confonnd:d by their | aſl: 


 " diſordevs, and tors to pieces by rheir | < 
- Viotente; *mounted to the clouds by | ?*' 


"amb ition,and thrown down to the deep | pr 
"b [, defpeir :" ſcorcht. by the flames of | wy 
£Eouſt, and overwhelm*1 by the waters of | *" 
© unſtable defire: Paſſions fight ove w- | I 
 $ainff another, and all againſt reaſon'; | © 
"they prevail over the mind; -and-have | * 
* 8 #/vrps 


| The Way to Yappinclle, 15. 
vit-ſarpt the Government of our Ati. 
andfons, and involve us in continual guik 


'Fand miſery. This is the »«4: «ral ſtate * 


of man; and our work in the way of 

. | Religion, is to reſtrain this violence, 
Jand co reflifie theſe 45ſorders, andto 
thailreduce thole rebellions powers under. 
of {the Empire, and Governmentof the 
are {.2vind, their Soveraign, And ſo to re 
ad | gain the divine smage, which conſiſts 
21, | much inthe order of our faculties; and 
h. 5 the ſubjefion of the Bratifh,to the yea- 
8, | ſonable powers. This, 1 fay, Religion 
1d | aims at, to raiſe us to the perfe&@;oy of 
)- | Our natures, by mortifying thoſe mem 
#s | bers, Col.jii.5,our unruly paſſions & de- 
Jy | ſires ; and erxcifying the fleſs with its 
ir | «felons, and Buſts, Gal. v. 24. And 
ir | thereby to make us humble in Proſpe- 
y | Ty, qaict in Adverfity; week under 
provecations, ſteady amidlt tempraysons; 
wodeſt in our defires, tempera? in our 
pf | #njoyments ; conſtant to gur reſolutions, 
j= | and contented in all conditions, Hereis _ 
| our great buſineſs, and our wark 3s ehis: » 


| undeertinly*rs 00 cafe things bring. 


ERIN EE rn awieedt alicia, 
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order out of a baos,and to ſpeak a tem- 
pef.intoa calm; to reſiſt a torrent, and 


to ſtop and rwry the tyde; roſub- 
due a rebellious raþble, and tO change | 


them from tyranzical- Malters , to 
modeſt and obedient ſervants ; Theſe,ng 


doubt, are works of difficulty enough, - 


and theſe muſt be. our iumployment in 
the way of Religion, and on this ſcore 
allo, the Gate s ftradpht. 


SA cT.V. 
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 . VP. yet, more difficslt, upon 
the account. of Caffom, to, which .we 


are ſubje&,and by, which we are ſway- 


ed much. Th# is vulgarly $1d2o be 
enother nature, and the Apoſtle calls 
it by «hat name, 1 Cor, x1. 14, Doth 


 po6, nature. 5t ſelf teach you, that if a 


v&.: 


men have long hair, iti a ſhame, nnto 
him 2. By.the, word Natwre, the. beſt 
Interpreters ſay onely Com is meant; 


. fince- long b4ir._is not declared fhawe- 
ful by the Law, and, Light, of Nature, 


© 


taken 


F 7 k 
« % 
DIAE | 


”-f| taken in it's chief 


 ginnivg. they , were tender as a plant, - | 
a4". — | 2 g F 'and 


{ 
> 
[ 
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chief and propereſt ſenſes 
For then it bad neyer been permitted 
to the Nazartes : But the Contrary 


| cufom, in the Nations that uſed it not, 


made it ſeem ſhameful and indecent, 
There are other places in Scriptare, 
and antient Authors, wherein Nature 
is put for.C#/om $; But I muſt not in» 
Gſt on.ths. ; the thing I am abont 1s, 
That cuſtoms is very powerfwll ; and as 
it makes a kind of Nature, ſo, many 
times, 1t maſters and ſubdues 3ts Wild 
creatures are hereby madegentle ang' 
familiar; and thoſe that naturally are' 
tame enough, are made to degenerate, 
into wildneſs by. it, Oey 
And now beſides the original depra> 
vitics of our' natures, we have cort#a-' 
fed many vitioug habits by corrupt and 
evil aſages; which we were drawn its 
coat firſt by pleaſure,and vanity in our' 
young and. inconſiderate years, while 
we were led by the dire&ions of ſenſe: 
Theſe, by. frequent its, grow At laft 
into habirs, which though in their bee, 


/ 18 The Wayto Happineſſe, } 
and eafic to have beencruſhr or bla- 
{| ftcd; yer r9me and »/e hardens them I gio® 
| into the firmneſs of an Ovak, that | wale 
|| braves the wea' her, and can . endure |Þ ture 
the ſtroak of the 4x+,and a ſtrong arm. | are. 
_ Now to deftroy and root up theſe | ſee 
obſtinate cuſtomary evils, is another |} ovg 
{| partofour work. And Religion teach= | 
| eth us to pet off concerning the old con. | Tl 


 wer{ation the old man, Ephel. iv.22, || 1 
and to receive weW impreſſions andin- | W 
. elinations; tobe reneWed in the. /þiree | fe 
; of our minds, v. 23. andto pur onthe | fe 
CE new 94n, v. 24. To make mw newheartr, | 1 
Ii Erzck.xviit. 31.and ro walk in newneſs | A 
"3 oflife, Rom, vi.q. The-weare to do, k 
* |} and this we may wel ſuppoſe to be hard 


work ; the Scripture compares it to 
© It the changing the skin of the /£: hlops- 

| wv, and the fpors of the Leopard, Jer. 
| xiii. 23. and elſewhere. HoW can 
if . they do good, that are accuſtomed to do 
if - evil? Jer. xiii. 23. 'Tis hard, no 
doubt ; and this is another difficulty in . 
$f Religion . 
| +(V-) The power that n_ 
£408 | , 


+ LY 
JEM p 


"Fs; 


hath over us, makes the way. of Reli* 


giou difficult, Example is more pres. 


valent chan. precept ; for manis a crea= 
ture given much to Switarion, and we 


« | are veiy apt to follow what we | 
ſee others do, rather than what we 
7 owught to do onr ſelves. 


And. now the Apoſtle hath told us, 


; That the whole World lies in wickedneſs, . 


1. Joh. v. 19. and we ſadly find it ; 

we-cannot look out of doors, but we ' 
ſee vanity and foly, ſenſnality, and. 
forgerfulneſs of God ; Pride and Con |. 
vetouſneſs, Injuſtice and Intemperance, 
and all other kinds of evils: Theſe we : 


.meet with every where, in publick ' - 


companies, and private Converſations * 
1n the high wayes, and inthe. corners of 
the FFreets. | > 

The ſum is, £xample is very power« 


ful, and examples of Vice arealwaycs 


In our eyes; weare apt tobe Teconcil- - 
ed to that which every ene doth,8&to do - 
like it ; welove the troddesx parh,and 
care not to walk inthe way which is 
gone in but by afer, 7 Sw o 

B 3 "This. 
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_. This is our c0,dition, & our workin 


R-ljgion is, to overcome thie ſirong bias 


of corrupt example; to ſtrive againſt 
the fre, to learn to be good, though 


S few are /o, and not tofollow- «4 mwllts- 


#har to do evil, Exod, xxiii. 2.7 his i 
our#»fneſs; and tbit is very difficult, 


Szxcr VI. 


VL JE laſt difficulty 1 ſhall 


mention, ariſcth from - 


Worldly intereſt and engagements, We 
have many ' neceſſities to ſerve, 
both in our Perſons, and our Families, 
Nature excluded us »aked into the 
World, without cloathjng for Warmth, 
OF &rmiure for defence; food is not 
provided to ' our. hands, as it is 
for the Beaſts, nor do our houſes grow 
for our habitation, and comfortable 


.abode. Nothing is prepared for our 


uſe without our induſtry, and endea- 
yours. So that by the »eceſſsty of this 
fate, weare engaged in Wor/aly affairs: 
Theſe Nature requires us to mind, and 
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© The Wayto Vappſhoſſe., 1” 
Religion permits it z And nothing * 
can be done without our care ; and care 
would be very troubleſome, if there 
were not ſome love to the objette 
Wwe exerciſe our Cares upon : Hence lt 
is, that ſome cares about the things of 
this world, and love to them, is allow. 
ed us; and we are commanded to: 
continue in the Calling wherein Godhath- 
ſer us, 1 Cor. vii. 20. and are warned: 
that we be not ſloathfull in buſmeſſe, - 
Rom, xii, 11. We may take ſome de- | 
light alſo in. the Creatures that God | 
gives us, and Jove them in their degree 3 | 
For the Anima} lite may have its mo- : 
derate gratificati0ns,God made all things, * 
that they might enjoy their Being, | 

_- Andnow, notwithſtanding all ihzz, - 
Religion commands us to /er our affettze 
ons upou things ahove, Col. iti. 2. not * 
to love the world, 1: Joh. il, 15, tobe * 
Earefull for nothing, Phil. iv. 6. to rake 
no thought for ts morrow, Mat, vi. 34+ 
The meaning of which expreſſions Is, 
That ' we ſhould love Godand heavenly: 
things in the chiefand firſt place ;, and: 
B 4. avoid. 


2 —_— bk 4 


| > "2 r COR "F"; - . WAY X F to Inn FR "7 4 " e. | 
| avoid the immoderare depree of World: youd: 
1 love and cares, This is our duty; and 24 


'tis very difficult; For by reafon of the 


barry of bafneſs, and thoſe paſſions that 


earthly engagements excite; we £02 
fider not things as we ſhould, and fo, 
many times, perceive not the bounds 
of our permiſſions, and the beginnings 
of oIr reftraints; where the allowed 


meaſure ends, and the ſorbiddey degree | 


commenceth : what is the difference 
be:ween that care that is a duty, and 
that which is a in; Providense and Car» 
king; and between that love of the 


| Forld which is #:ceſſary and laWfall 


and that which is extravagent and 


inordinate; [iay, by reaſon of the 


hurry we are in, amidit buſineſs and 
worldly delights, we many times per- 
eeive not our boxunds, and fo ſlide 


eaſily into eartbly.mindedneſſe and an- 


Xi:ty Andit1s hard for us, who are 
engaged-ſo much -in the World, and 


| who need it ſo much, who converſe 


ſo much with ic, and about it, and 


Whole time and endeavors are ſo una- 


void- 
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912 voidably taken up 


by it; 1 fay, *tis | 


3 and{ hard for us, in ſuch circumſtances, to | 
ff the be crucified to the World, Gal. vi. 14. 


and to all inoydinate affeFjons to it3 | 
to live aboveit, and to ſettle our chief 
delights and cares on things at great | 
diftaxce from us, which are #»ſntable 
to our corrwpt appetites, and on2rary 
| te the moſt re/iſbing injoyments Of fleſs; 
which /en/e never ſaw nor felt, and | 
5 which the imegivaroen it & 1f: could ne» - 
ver graſp, This, no doubt, is hard ex- ' 
erciſe, and this muſt be done in the wap 3 
of Religion ; and on-this account allo, _ 
it is very difficult, ea. l 

Thus of. the FI RST Propoſpriony 
That there are great Difficulties in Res. 
ltgion. 1come now to the Second, 
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That the Difficulties may be overcome. 


-, of thole Rules, 


. % 
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MAY BE VAN QUISHT; 


ubdued» is clearly enough implycd in 
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. . The Inſtruments whereby it may bel 
oxe, viz, Faith, Prayer, and ac-} 
tive endeavour, They are particu- 
larly 60nfider'd. The Method of = 

 deavenr Propoſed inplain ayd prati- } 
cable Rules, Some Qualifications | o& 


” yy 
» » Y ” 


, .$2cr >: of. a8 
(11) "VAL thoſe Difficulties '} 

map be overcome by ſtriving; '\". 
which imports both the Enconrage* | 
wenr, and the Mears; That THEX \ 


and How. 
(1, ) That the Difficulties may be 


» 


the: - 


—_ 


wo. f ABER ws. 


WS. >. 25 - 
I the Precept3 weſhould not have been. © 
commanded to #rive, if it had been- 
impoſſible to overcome. God doth not: | 
puthis Creatures upon ffwizleſs under=+ 
ome, || fakings : He never requires usto0 do; 
77 Bell 30y Ching in order to that, which is ? 

| not to be attained. Therefore when, 
he was reſolved not to -be intreated for, 
» | that ftubborn and rebellious Nations. 
4;_ | He would not have the Prophet pray, 
j for them, Fer. vii. 16, Pray nos for 
this people, for I will not hear thee, He 
would not be petst5oved for that, which. 
| he was determined not to grant, He: 
puts. not his Creatures upon any Vain +» 
1 expectations, and. endeavours; - nor 
1 * would. he have them deceive thetn- 
4” feives, by fond dependence. When 

+ one made this profeſſion to our Savi- 

7% our, Lord, l will follow thee Whitherſoe- 
> 1 wer #boxgoeſts Chriſbrells him, tharhe* 

|. Muſt expeR.from-him;no worldly;h6- 
nours;: or -preferments; -no power or 
ſenſual pleaſure, no, not-fo much. 
as: the: ordifjary:; accommodations; of | 
LiteiThe Foxes have Holes, & the Birds: 


atten 


4 DIM D 
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| *f the Air bave Neſt, but the Son of 
| | wan hath not where to lay bis head, Luke- 
f 1x. 5.8. He would not havethe man, 
Ul} | tBat likely might look for cheſe, upon 
ff | the opinion of his being the Meſiar,in 
We | the Zews/s ſenſe,one that ſhould at laſt, 
Wer What ever the meannefſe of his con- 
WH | dition was at preſent, appear as a 


| AMightjand Triumpbant temporal Mo- 


; | | warch; I ſay, our Saviour would »ot 
ff | have the Man follow Him for tbar, 


which he had not to beſtow upon him. 


"8 | Since then thac he who wouldnot put 
8 | us upon fr3z/eſs labours, hath com- 
i} m4nded us to ftrivero enter: *tis evi- 


FB& + dent; that an entrance may be procured 
'$# into the gate by friving, and thattlic 
"Bl | Aiſficutries may be overcome. 42 


: 


SORE 1 


HE next thing in my method is to 
4A ſhew, Bow; The maner 15 implicd 


| | inthe Text © and expreſft in the Propo- 


ſition, viz. By ſtriving; and by chis, 
is gicant, a reſo/ureulcof thofe means: 


. — i >, 


; of ff that are the Inſtrumets of: happineſs; ? 
ke'f They are three, Faith, Pzayer and: * 
an, -* active Cndeayour. $14 
on (r.) Faithis a cbsef lnſtrument, far 
in | the overcoming the Difficu/ttes, Thave' * 
t, } mentioned. And Farchin the general; 
a- | isthe 6eldef of Smony:Divine Faith 
a | thebeliefof a Divine Teſtimony ; and... 
2- | thechiet things tobe believed,as excogs | 
t | ragements and means for a victory over 
N the Difficulties in Religion, are ebeſe;. '; 
bo That God isreconciledto us by bis Son , "| 
That he will affiſt our weak endeavonrs 


C 


| endeavyors,uponthe account of his puri« 


 efour Frength,are anfincred. And from: _ 


IF; 
Tye Way to Pappineſſe. | 
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by the Aids of his Spirit; that he will re« © 
wards, if we ſtrive as we ought, with | 
immortal Happineſs,in a world of endleſi; 
Glory. 6s "7 

By our beliefof Gods being recontie;, + 
led, we are ſecured from thoſe fears,thas \ 
might diſcourage our approaches, and ; 


ty. &Puftice,Bythe faith of hisafift ance; 
all the obje5ons againſt our ſfirivings: 
that ariſe from the greatneſs of thediffi.' * 
culties, & the diſproportionate ſmalne(s 
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| 28 The Wayto Þappincne, _ 
| our believi | 
| world, we have a mighty »2otive to: 


ternal rewarat inanother 


engage onr outmioſt diligence, 'to'con- 
telt with all dificulries that, would 
keep us from it. - 

What ſarii{aBiowis there, :faith the 
believer, in the gratification of my.cor- 


er, INT | da 
| rape anclinations and ſenſes, in compa=- v 
1h _—_ at 
rifon with that which artiech fromthe. Wor 
favour of God, and an intereFt in his' | tha 
Son? What difficulties in my Daty, |} :. c 
a aL ir { 
z0e-greatfor Divine Aids ? What paine | car 
F are We to undergo in the narrowand | | 
| 4:fficwlt way, thar the glory which isar | th 
38 the end (of it,- will not compenſate? RY 
Lot What is it to deny a baſe inclination G 
+ that will undo me; in_vbedience to hy 
If Him thatwade,and redeemed me;and'to. t5 
-{[f deſpiſe the little things of pre/enr ſenſe, 4 
$ 14 | ? . 
"IF for the hope of everlaJting enjoyments;, c 
Trifingylealircifor Haeinjoh? what | Þ} 
4} Were it for,:me'to-;fet 24goroufly upon b--3 
i} thoſe Paſſions, that degrade my noble | 
1} Natures, and mike me a ſlave, anda | 


Fi my” Saes* _ 


| beaſt, 6 willmake meme yilejSmore 
milcrablez. when the Spirit of the moſt 


High 


Cp gee mon 1 


h= 
Id 


|} - Lhe may to Vapplueſte, | 
her ligh is at my rgbr hand to aſſt me? * 
to; ww 


| and Mariyrre W hat is there in. the ' 

' | than God? andwharis the'flef, that * 

! it ſhould have wore of our time, and: . 

| care,than the grear intereſts of queSobls. 2 
O 2 


that Faith hath awakened 3 and 'by 


- Weare enabled to overcotne the Diffi- 


y ſhould my noble Faculties, that 
were deligned for glorious ends,be leq 
into infamous procyic by baſe uſages, 
and dsſhonvowrable Cuſtoms t What is © 
the example of a wicked ſenſual wretch- 
ed world, to that of che Holy Jeſus ;; 


and all the e Army of Prophets, Apoſiles | 
World, that ir ſhould be /oved inore - 


Such are the. (onfiderations 


ming, 
them it is prepared for vigorome ftriving, | 
So that Faith is the Springof all; and _ 
neceſſary to the other two inſtruments | 
of our Happineſs. Beſides Whichy, it is * 
acceprableco God, in it ſe/f,atld fo dife 
poſerhus for his grariows belps,by which. | 


culties of CUT WAY. While a man cone 
fiders the Difficulties only, and werghs. 


them a ainſt his own firength, Ler hie 


ſuppoſe the Liberty of his will robe | 
: What } 
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' ſuch diſadvantages, that will Ggnifie 
WW; very little; and he that ſees no farther, 
if fits down in diſcouragement; But when 
WW the mind js fortified with the firm be- 
Wt: lief of divize help, he artempts then 
BY! with-a 20b/e vigoxr, which cannot mi/- 
Wt 0479, if it donot cool and faint. For 

Uf be that endures tothe end ſhal be ſaved; 
| | Mat, Xxiy. 13s Thus Faith ſets the On | 


hat he pleaſeth, yer while 'tis unde 


ther Inſtruments of Happiacſſe on 


WF work, and therefore *ris deſervedly 


» 
n 


We I Pp Dae. is another means, we 
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It - reckoned as the firſt, & *tis that which 


mult 4/w4y; accompany the exerci/es of 


WW: Rceligion,and give them life and m9rion, 


SECT. II. | 


muſt uſe, tn order to our 


|; evercoming the Difficulties of the way: 


Our own, 'meer, natural frength is 
Weakneſs + and. without ſupernaturat 
helps choſe Difficulties are not to be 
ſurmounted, Theſe 4iir then are »e- 


| eefſary, and God js ready to-beſtow: 


theanx. 


Cy _ 6 
4 #85" 
& ' 4 » # = 


n ln : "_l 
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: : . 
Mo 
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1tieBlwer to be ſavediand to come to the Know 


Bcdpe of the Trath, i Tim, 11. 4. But | 
Efor theſe things he Will be ſought unto, 


And "tis very guſt, and fie that we 


| ſhould addreſs our ſelves to him by 


Prayer, to acknowledge our own-ine 
ſufficiency, and dependence on him for 
the mercies we expe : andthereby 


Eto own Him for the giver of every 


good, and perfe# gift; and to inſtruct 
our ſelves how his favours areto be 
received and wſed, viz, with ve- 
verence and thankegiving :. This I fay 
'tis highly fi: that we ſhould do; and 


by 


| the doing ic prepere+us for his bleſſings: 


and he fails not to beſtow them on thoſe 
that are prepared by Faith, and Prayo 1 


| er; For be giveth liberally and upbraids 


»#t; And our Prayers are required,not 4 
as if they could move his will, which is 


alWays graciouſly 5:clinedro onr happs + 
neſs ; But as it's that tribute which we 
oweour Maker, and BenefaBtor : and 
that withour which, *tis not ſo fir 
he ſhould beſtow his particular ta- 

| vOours 


_ "that They want them, and are not 
Brmbled to a d#e apprehenſion of their 
Weakneſs, and dependence,But for ſach 
as afe ſo, andexpreſs their humble de- 
fires in the Ardvurs of Holy Prayer, 
God never denies them the aſitarces. 
"of his Spirit : For if ye betng evil ((aith 
our Saviour) know bow to give good 
£ifts unto your Children, bow much morg 
feall your Father which vin heaven .give 
good things to thoſe that ask HimiMat, 
VII, It. Fr Es F 
And theſe Divine Helps obtain'd by 
Faith and Prayer, and join'd with our © 
dthive 'conſtant endeavonr, will notfail 
to enable us to overcome the difficulties, 
and to procure us an entrance at the 
ſtraight gate, - And ſo icome to the 
Third Inſtrument of our Happineſſe, 
and means that we muſt uſe, implied in 
Priving, viz, 


SI xCT. 
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be 

uch b& SECT. I IT. 

'and no as : 
5:1 (111,) A Ctive eriveavour, in which 


not Ripentanceand the fruits of 
ir | jrare implied; Both Fairband Prayer 
ch | are 'in order to th&; *and without ft 
de. | they can neither of them turn to a&- 
er, | count» For Faith withowr Works is dead, 
es. Jam. ii, 20. and Prayer without endea- 
th | 'vorrs, fruitleſs ; yea indeed, in the 
Ad | Divine eftimate it is wore at all; Tis 
'* | bodilyexerciſe; no Prayer, For when : 
e | we invoke God: help, we defire it, thit,. | 
» | we may uſe it; Divine prace is nota 
| T reaſnre to lay up by tm, but an inſtru- 
' | menttoworkwithz And when we pray 
| that God would 4ſ{ us in our endea- 7 
|  wours,& endeavour not 'at all,we mock + 
God, and zrifle with him in ourPray= + 
ers: I fay then, That endeavonr is | 
"neceſſary, and neceſſary 'in a degree ſo * 
- Etninent, that ths is alwayes included. © 
in Faith when*rtis taken inthe hig beſt, 
and nobleſt evargelicall ſeu[e, viz. * for 
the Faith which juRifies and ſaves; 
TOC 


/, We mult nor FO | 
do. all ( exclufoet, ) Fat God ſhoul$#", 2 
Vation, - 


. 


our Sal 


«< 


not [ave mwg\ieaſe i 
Father. We [Kep- 
»M at, vii. 7.To the B 
ht, 1 Tim,vi, $0; 
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£-%v1ar 
9 wrt: 


 Piviy, 
Come th 


a continual! 

þ Em , S o - 6 

way, dar - 1 
| 7 


la F801%8 to Over. 


The Wap to Hapvinclſe. 


ade We muſt dravony then, vigoronſly, 


eapd con/tanily; and in that, (after our ' 


aith 1 ftrengrbned by deep conflderas 
oul on, and djvine afſiftance \mplored by 
dent Prgyer } ourcourle is, ' 


anc ( ) To abſtaim from all the ontward | 
dd trons of SIN, andfto performiheex-* 
ad gfernal alts of the Contrary verrnes. To. | 
PY ceaſe to do evil; l(a 1. rs. is the: firſt” 
Ve (ep. When the Publicens askr Fobu. 
ſo {the Baptiſt, Luk. 3 iz. whar- they ſhold* 
His dirc&ion was, That they" 


;" 's O 2 9. 
G fhould not exe,” yerl.-13« and tothe 


Ponldiers asking the ſame queſtion, he : 
, Janſwers, Do violence. to roman, verſ, 9 
[14. Theſe were the ſins 'of their parts". > 
e#/ar Profeffions, which' were tobe _...: 
quitted, betore' any thing could be” ©: 
Fdone higher. We haveordinarily morg'  -* 
Fr ower over ouraos,than our babits, | 


and therefore we ſhould begin here, 


cut offthole ſupplies rhar feed vitiows 
inclination; :. For withed hebits are 
maintain'd by . aFFions of wickeaweſs : 


"IVR EO 7p þ 
[3 k 
« - 

» 


and reſolve deeply, by divine help, ro | 


' when thep ceaſe, the bnclinations grow} . 
more - 


. 
- . 
- 
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morefeint, and week,: And whenwwe } 

ate come but th far, to baye confined, 

our.iufts, we ſhal be encouraged to 
proceed to deſtroy them. * T's (aid, 

There is no great diltance between a. 

Princes Priſon and his Grave: The 

ſaying. 1s moſt rrue inthe Caſe,of 7'5= ' 

rants, and Vſwrpers : andthe habits of |. v 

ſin are both.; when they are. reftrain'd, |. 

they are not far from being deſtroyed, |. c 

it we.imploy our endeayours,. and the; F 

divine aids, as we ought, 4 w 

Thi: thep I ſay, muſt-be.done Firffy.]*. 

. and the other part of the advice mult, *F* ex 
be taken, with. it, viz, we »wſt pratiiſe, '| .M 
the. outward attions of the._contrary | to 

ugrints. We.muſt do well, when we, | W 


ceaſe bes, enhl When we.turnfrom, | 5 
darknefle, irmuſt be tolight, A 26.,* |*Þ. 


13, Not from one kind of darkneſs to, | 
anether, When we. ceeſe to oppreſsy 
we mult beoharirgble ; when weleave, 
to.t74pnize, aver our. Iuferionrs, WE. 
muſt , be.. kind, and helpful to. them, | n 
When we forbear to-ſlarder, we mult 


2 ſtrokallebe &weean ofourNieigh- 
_ __ Ie | 


% 
«4 x 
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'; The, outward. aQions of vertue are in 
ol gowee ;. and'tis fomewhat to come, 
ſo far as thi: What is morggv1z, The, 
| i2ward love and delight in goodneſſe,will, - 
a.'S ſucceed in time, if. we perlevere, 'Tas, 
e | not fafe for us to propoſe ro our. ſelves; 
y= | the greateſt heights at firſt; if we do, 
of | . we are diſcouraged, and fall back. God. 
a, 4- accepts even of that /ztz/e, if it be in 
d, 1, order to.more, He deſpileth not the day; 
ie; F of ſmal things,Zech,1y.1o. if, thqu dolk, 
| well, ſhalt thou not be accepted?Chrilt 
f, | loved the young man who had kept the 
{it *{* external part. of the Commyndmente, 
ſe, '} Mark x. 21. If he had had the courage 
ry | to have proceeded; what he had done, - * 
'E, | would haye ſteaded him much. The; | 
m, | 53ward love. of vertug.and. belineſſe is, 
5«.* | Promoted. by: che ow#tWward.execrciſe,of 
, | them, and, hereby the contrary ,evily 
& *1< both -pined, and chruſt ou, 
Thus, of the Fir thing that, endege 
Your, implies; upon ;this.muſt follow: 


ST. 


. CIT. ) An attempt when evill bobins, 
viz, Thoſe thar haye been ſaperiaduced 


vo 


. A to: 


E-4 38 The Wap to Bappinelſe, 
| | -onusby careleſrneſs & tempratioa ba4 
2 Þ euſtoms,and evil company, E verg victory | a 
'þ #Ameansto anntber; we grow ftrong-"|| , 
er, and the enemy weaker by t. To 
have overcome the ezrward afts of fin, } \ 
x | Isa beginning in our ſpiritual. warfare; | 7 
b 
u 


bur our chef enemics are the habits; 
th ſe muſt be atrempred alſo, but 
with prudence; wild beeft:arenot to || 1 
be dealt wich by main ftrenge2 ; Art | 
FF andftratagem muſt be uſed in this wars | x 
| and *"tis good policy, 1 «think hereto} 1, 
| fight the /eaft powerful foes fr f;rhe | pl 
+ FContratted habits, before we fall on the . p 
' Snbred natnral inclinations. While || ++ 
our forces 2re weak, *tis dangerous | 7j, 
{ettingupon the ſtrongeſt holds,vsz.the | yt 
' vicesof cemplextion, which are woven | of 
| | jintoour very natures. If amanapply || th 
z all his force where he hath not reſolnti- 
| ns enough togo through with what 
? © he undertakes, he receives a foyl, and 
®Yig odds bur he fits down, and faints., 
'  Pyxudencethereforeis tobe uſed, where 
we diftru& our ſtrength : Fall upon fx 
then, where 'tis whe + Spot It ror lo 


a< 


4 
FL 


The Wap to Yappinclle. 39 
leaſt of nature, and leaſt of temptdioon, + 
and where we have arguments from 


| reputationand Worldly intereſts, where- 
4 with to War againſt it. If we prevarl, 


we are heartned by the ſ#cceſs : Our 
Faith and reſelution will grow ft onger _ 
by this experience, wben we have tri-. .- 


umpht over the fins of evil caſtom, ex= | 
| ample, and ſenſual indulgence, *j 
| And when thatis done, we muſt re- - 

member,that *tis not enough that thoſe 
| habits are thruſt out 3 others muſt be 
| planted 1n their room © When the ſoyl is : 
prepared, the ſeed muſt beſowaz and 


the /ceds of vertuous habits, are the ac-+ 
t3ons of vertue. Theſe I recommended 
under the [aft head, and ſhal ſay more 
of the iatroducing of babits,under ove 
that follows on purpoſe, 


(111, ) The next advance nour - | 


endeavours, 1s, 1» the ftirength of God, =} 


and in the Nameof hu Son, to aſſault ; ? 
the greater Devils, and to Firive to caſt 
out them; | mean the fins of Complext- 


| op, and particular Nature, This is a 


great 


40 The Way to Yappineſſe, 
great work, and will require frong 


| 
| 


Faith , and many Prayers,” and much 
tsrme, and great watchſulneſſe, and in- 
vincible reſolution ; Itaploy theſe hear- 
zily ; and thoagh thou now and then 
mayſt receiveatoyl, yer give not oftſo, 
but riſe again in the ſtrength of G O D, 


 implore *ew aid, and fortifie thy ſelf | 
* with more conſiderations, and deeper | 


relolves; and then renew the Combat 
upon the encouragement of Divine afſi- 
ſtance, and Chriſts merits and interceſſi- 


- on, and the promiſe that ſin ſhall not have | 


dominzon over us, Rom, vi. 14: | 


Remember, that this 1s the great | 


work,and the biggeſi difficulty; if this 
be. not, oyercome, all our erher labour 


hath been in vain» and will be /off, If } 
this root remain, it will fill bear poyſo-= 
.. #0 fruit, which will. be. marter for 


temptation: and. occaſion of continual 


falling ; and we ſhal be in danger of be -| | 


ing reconciled again to our 9/4 fins,and 


ro undo all; and fo owr latter.end will | 
be wor(e then our beginning, 2 Pet, 11, 


29. Ort leaſt, though we land at a 
| flay, 


| 


F 
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ſtay, and fatisfie our (elves with tbgt 5 


| yetthongh we are contented, our coidl» 


on 1s not ſafe, 

_ If we will endeavour to any purpoſe 
of 4uty, or ſecurity, we mult proceed 
ſtil after oar leſſer conguefts,till the ns 


_ of complexion are laid dead atourfteet; 
He that is born of God, finneth notzand 


| He cannot fin, 1 


birth, 


Fob, itt 9. Till we . 
come to thx,weare but frvgimyg' inthe 


- 
z 
_= 


Such a perfeion as is mortifying of 


_ vrtdous temper, is | hope attainableand 


'tis no doubt'that which :Re/igion aiffis - 


j at; and though itbe a difficw/t height, 


yet -we muſt not fit down this fide; - 
At leaſt we mult be alwayes preſhing on 


_ tothis Mark - if Proyidencec#t off our 
" days before we have arrived to:it, we 


may expeR acceptance of the ſincerity 


of our endeavours, upon'the accotint of _ 


the #e7its of our Saviour : For he hath 
procured favour for thoſe:(rcere Be- 
levers, and Endeavotters, whoſe Day 
1s done, before their Work is com- 
pleated; this I mean, of ftabduing the { 

C 2 ws darling | 


_— — 


| 42 The Way to Yappincſle, 

| darling ſins of their particular Natures, 
, i - But then if we reſt, and pleaſe cur 
if ſelves with the irele Vitories and ats 

j TCainments, and let theſe our great ene. | 
i” es quietly alone, *is an argument 
Fo our endeavors are not frceregbutmuch 
| ſhort of that Frivi-g, which will pro- | 
if curean extrexce into the ftraight gare, 
jt Thenextthing (aad 'cis the laſt I ſhal | 
I". :mention ) which is implyed in fr5- 
> VIng, Is, | 


Divine Grace, with the habits and incli- 

i .wetions of Holineſſe andVertue. For 
?. Goodneſs to become a kind of Nature 
'# totheSoul, is height indeed ; bur ſuch | 
| 4 oneas may be reacht ; the new Na- 
> -rure, andnew Creature, Gal. vi, 15. 

| i arenotmeer Names. | 
F- ©» We have obſery'd that ſome men are 1 
© [of a N ataral Generoſty, veracity, and 
| -SWeetneſs; and they cannot att contra» 
| ry to theſe Native Yertues without a 
, -mighty Yo/ence : why now ſhould 
-  "notthe New Naturebe as poWerful a 


SEE 4 
1 (1V. ) Tofurns/honr ſelves, through : 
| [ 

\ 
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_ The Wap to Pappineſſe. 43 * 
the 0/4? And why may not the. Spi* | 
rit of God, ' working by an aRive Faith 
and endeavour, fix habits and szclina- 


tions on the Soul, as prevalent as thoſe? 


No doubt, it ay; and doth, upon the 
Diviner Souls : For whom to do a Wi 


| ked, or unworthy ation, *twonld be a 
viotent, and unnatural as for the wee 


and compaſſionate temper to butcher th 
mmnocent; or for him, that is natural 
jufF, to oppre/s and- make apreyot the 
Fatherleſs and the Widow: I fay, ſach 
a degree of perfeionas this, ſhould be 
aim'd at, Hev. vi. 1. and we ſhould 
not fit down, and ſlacken our endea= 
yours on zh# (ide it. 

In order to our arriving at the 
happy pitch, we are to ufe frequent we- 
ditation on the excelleney. and pleaſure * 
of Yertue and Religion; and earneſs | 
prayer for the Grace of God ; and dili- - 
gent attendance upon the publique wor- >: 
ip ,and pioxs company and converſes: 
For this great d-fgn, theſe helps are 
requiſite» and if weexerciſe our ſelves 
in them, 42S we ought, they will fire. 4 
Q 3 "our 


wo 4 . 
our Souls with the /ove of God, and- 
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be Way to Yappinodſe. 


Govdnefle ; and fo at laſt, 4/! Chriſtian 
EFertnes will becomeas nataral to us,as 


if | 4 wasbefore. And to oe, that is 10 
'IJÞ Propared, the Gate of Happineſs will be | 

Þ-9h and of eafie entrance, the difficxl- | 

* "B8eFArc overcome, and from henceforth 

"© theway # pleaſant andplain before him, 


Prov. thi. 17, 
\*-Thus1 have ſhewn you, that the for- 
midable difficultics may be overcome, 


andT have rojd you How : 'tis a plain 
eourſe | have direffed, that will not 


puzzle your wndertandings with need- 
leſs uicettes ,, nor diſtratt your mems- 
ries With multitudes, Walk in this 
way, and do it conſtantly, with vigour 
and alacrity; and there is no fear, but 
in the freygth of God, through the me- 
r#ts and mediation of his Son, you will 
evexcome, and atilaſt, enter. 


.% 
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Had now done with this genera! 
A \Head, but that 'cis neceſſary to note 


E Ehyvee things here. | (1) Thoſe 


6 Q þ » 
" Tg goww ally err. * ma ws; i.e 9, 


and+ 
tian 


$,4S 
$ 10 


| be 
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vineſſe which we muſt uſe 1n friving, 


$- without tho/e, the Difficulties W1l re- 


enter, 


| . ſucceed; and 'tis as good not at all, as 


The __ 7: p 0 Bapp ned >, | a 45 F 
(1. } Thoſe I»ſtrnments of our hap* 


viz, Faith, P:aper, and active Tndeas 
vour, wu? all of them be impliyed. Not 
any oxe.ſingly, will do the great work; 
nor can the others, 1f any 0xe, be want= 
ing.If we believe, and do not pray ; or 
pray,and do not endeavenr:ot endedvour. 


main,and *twill be impoſlible for us ro [ 


(2.) Femuſt be diligent inour courſe: _ 
If we do not exerciſe Faith vigorouſly, | 
and Pray heartily, and endeavour with | 
our Whole might, the means will not * 


not to purpoſe. The Difficulties will 
not be overcome by cold F atth,or ſleepy 
Prayers, or remiſs Enatavours ; A very 
intenſe degree of thele 18 neceſſary. 

( 3. ) Onr ftriving muſt be conſtant; 
we mult not begin, and look back Hebs 
x. 38, or run a While, and FFopin- : 
midd Courſe, 1 Cor, ix. 24: and content 3} 

. ourſelves with Jome attainments; aud 4% 
think we have arrived, Phil, til; ifs" 
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If wedoſc,we hal find our ſelves dan- 
gerouſly miſtaken, The Crows is at 
- The end of the Warfare, and the Priſe 
' At theerd of the Race, If we will ſuc- | 
ceed, we muſt hold on ; The life of one | 
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that ſtrives, as he ought, muſt be a con. 


tinual motion forwards ; always pro- 
F--ceraing, always growing, 


if we ffrive thus, we cannot fail ; if 
any of- theſe qualifications be wanting, 
we canznt bur miicarry. And hence no 
doubt it is, that many that /eck to 


enter, ſhall not be able, and the preſu- 


med ſons ofthe Kingdom' are ſhut out, 


Hat. viii. 12. They ſeek, and are ve- 


ry deſirous to be admitted ; They do 


: ſomething, and Xrive; but their ſtri- 
| ving 1s partial, or caveleſs,or ſhort ; by 

reaſon of which defeAs, they do not - 
overcome, and ſalt not exter, | 


This isa danger os Rock, and pers 


+ haps there areas many undone by cold, 
- and half ſtriving, as by not riving at 
all. He thathath done ſome thing, pre- 
fumes he is ſecure; He goes the round 
of ardinary Duties, but advanceth no- 
a | thing 


' The Way to Vapplnefes— 47 
thing in his way : He overeometh non® |: 
of the great Difficalties,none of the Ha* * 
bits, or Natural Inclinations : He 18 * 
contented with other things that make 
a more glorious ſhew ; though they feg= 


| . nifie leſs ; and perhaps deſpiſeth #beſe, 


under the Notion of orality z andio 


| preſuming, that he is a.Sa3xt, roo foon, 


he never comes to be oxe at all; ſuch 


are the ſeekers ſhall not be able to enter : 
| Their /eeks-,g imports ſome ftrivingybut 


tis ſuch, as, though it be ſpecious, yet 


! it.isimperfe#, and will not ſucceeds 
And hence the 7 HIRD Propoſiti- 


en arifeth, that I propoſed to difcourſes 


by 
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The Way to Vappinelſe, 


I = E danger of wiftaking 5n the ; 
arks and Meaſures of G54 lineſs:” 


Inſtances of the meer Animal Religt- 
on; how farit may go, in Faith, in 


| Prayer, aud in Endeavour ; diſcomrss | 
ſea #n ſeveral Particulars; and there= | 
#n the Whole myſtery of the Modern | 
\. Pharifaick Godlineſs & diſcovered, 
\.-:- and ſhewn to be ſhort andinſufficient. 
-. © Objefions againſt the ſeverity of the 


v2 


Diſconrſe; anſwered, 


h 4 NS EEE OOSICEn OY 


TEC. T> 


C111. 1)T var there is a ſo2t. of 


{triving that willnot p29 - 


"= cure an entrance :. implyed 1n theſe 
s > WOT ds, For many will ſceh to enter $1 
E Sq Wn not be able, 
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Che Way to Bappineſſe, 45+: 
Tis a dangerous thing to be flatte- | 
red into a falſe peace; and to take up * 
with #mperfef# Godlineſs ; torrecorctle 
the hopes of Heaven to Our beloved finsg." 
$ and to jrtdge our condirions, ſafe upon ? 
the | inſufficient grounds, This multirudes- | 
1s} #0, and 'tis the great danger of out" ? 
gl days ; Men cannot be comrented With=- 
inf curdoing ſomething 1n Religion 3. but 
ref they are contented with alintle, And 
e- 1 thenchey ccckon themſelves godly, be- * 
nf forethey are verrwome; and rake them-: 
2] ſelvesto be Saizrs, upon ſuch things as". 
t | will notdiſfinguiſh a good wax from a: 2! 
T bad. : ":S$$23 
| We feck after Marks of Godlineſs; - ? 
and wonid beglad to know, how we- 
® | might try our ſtate';; The thing is of": 
great utiportanice,;z under the S721, We t 
ja4ge by are either falſe, *or' FyperſelF,* 
we are decieved to out utiddiip: Mcer- - 

t | Speemlative miſtakes about Opinions,, 
do. no great hutt ;: btiferrour in- the- x 
Marks and Meaſwres of Religion, 58" 
, deadly, Now thete are fundry glings # 
comcinly wken fot fgns of Goalineſsgy 
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We | they arenot exongh; They are hopeful 
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: for beginnings,but nothing worth when 


. 


WE they are our end, and reft. They are a 
+| kind of ſeekivg, and imperfeR ftriving, 


but not /xch as overcometh the difficul= 


|} which though they are ſomething, yet 


* t5es of the way,or wil procure us an ex-... 


b + inthe 1:Hazces that follow. 


trance at the Gate. 


Goalineſs, | ſhal diſcover in purſuance 
of the Third Propoſition, How far a 


man may ftrive in the exerciſes of Reli- 
' gion, and yet be found at laſt among 
- thoſe ſeekers that ſhall not be able to en- 
* ter, And though I have intimated fome- 
| thing of this 1n the general before, yer 
- I hall now more particularly ſhew it. 


And in 


"WH cheſe Fſhall diſcoyer a Religion that 
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| may be called Animal, tro which the 
1 & Natural man may attain. 
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herefore to dif- : 
; able the flattering, inſufficient marks of 


© The Wlayto Happineſſe; 51 | 


et || ty toall the Articles of the (reed: and 
#1 | 1t he proceeds. not, he is no further by 


1 | thi,than the faith of Devils, Jam-ii.19«- - 
2 ( 2. ) He may go on, and have a \ 
; | great thirſt to be morg acquainted With 
- | Truth ; He may (cek it diligently in 
-.. | Scripture, and Sermons,and goed Booksy 
= | andknoWing Company ; And yet doth, 
f | by the motion of no higher prixciple,than. 
 Þ ans%redcurioſity, and deſire of know-* 
| F leage; and many times this earneſtneſs 
after Truth, proceeds from a proud af. 
| feftion to be wiſer than our: Neigh- 
bours, that we may pity their darkneſſez.. © 
_ or the itch of a asp#1ing humour, . that, 
we may out talk them or a deſign to- - 
carry on,.or make a party, that we may. \ 
be called Rabbs, or ferve an intereſt 2 © 
| And the Zeal for Trath that is fet on © 
| | work by ſuch motives, is afparkofthar”* 
$ Frethat is from beneath ;* Tis dangerone. 
' itoa mans /elf, and to the ublick weat J 
' ofthe Church, and mankind, But the 
manproceeds, and 1s F. 
( 3» ) Very much concern'd to defend, + 
ara propagate bis Faith; and the Phari-- | 
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[} 52 -. The Wayto Happinelſe, 
Wt ſees were fo-inrelation'to theirs, 2/ar: 
WE xxl. 15 cand/@have been many Pro- 
{ feffors of all theReligions that are, or 
| ever were, | Men naturally lope: their 
| on" Tenents, and ate ambitious to. 
f mould others judgements accordinz-to 


F rater of other men; and rurning 
{them to0ur ways, & opinions: ſo that here 
We 1: nothing yet above Nature ; nothing 
bu what may be found in many that 
ſeek, andare ſoit our, But 
& "(4-). Faith works greater eff:Qs than: 
"*theſe,and Men offer themſelves to Mar. 
= iyrdom fort; This, one would think: 
'& ſhould be the grearef beight.and an ar- 
- gument that al the difficulties of the 
FF. way, are overcome by one that is ſore- 
| ſolved"; and rhar the Gate cannot. bur 
| © beoperecd to him. And'fo, nv doubr, 
FF ##, when all thingrelſe are ſutable : 
| & Biit'otherwiſe theſe confequences by 
-. nom<ans follow. ' St. Pau fappoſerth 
\F thata man may give his 694y to bebur- 
© ce, agd not have Charity, ' withour 
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F which his A7ot5rdim- will norprofit, 
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WE th7ire. There ts glory in being an #2 | 


be &. ER o © - 


f: - upon the other accounts, be far enough 


.putatton : yeato the molt contempty 
& J244dows of it: And there :18>Ng7 
' _ paſſior in us ſo Weak, no tuft..fo- 


give his body to be burnt for: the beſts. 


The Way to Yappineſſe, 53.7 
1 Cor. xiii. For-one to deny his Relt- | 
gion, of. what he believes to.be cer» 
tain, and of greateſt conſequence,is difhe» | 
nowrable and baſe : and ſome'out of prin» | 
Ciples of meer »atural bravery, with die : 
rather than they will do it: and yet, 


from being heroically vertuons, Belidesg ; 
the deſire of the g/ory of Martyrdom, : 
and Saint/vip after it, myy in /oe be... 
ſtronger than the terr ors of Death;;and; | 
we ice frequently, that men: will lactis * 


fice their /zves to their: bonowr and: 16+ . 


ampotent, but hath, in many inſtances; - 
prevail'd over the fear of dying,” Every 
Appetite hath had its 24artyrs:; andalls 
Relsgions theirs; and though a 'mat” 


and havenot Charity, viz; Prevalent: 
love to God ani Aten, it wilt not fignts? 
fie: So that Martyrdom is'no Snfals? 
lible mark, nor will itavail any things. 
except ſincere endeavour to overcomethe © 
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if 54 The Wayto Happinlle, - 

I[} greater d&fic#!tzes, have gone before it, 

IH Thus far Faith may ga without effe&; 
[| and yet oneſtep further, 
| 


| ( 5. ) Men may confidently rely mp 


Il} 2» Corift for ſalvation,and be firmly per. 


[Wwaaed that he hath juſtified, and Will 


# him to themſelves, and be pleaſed 
- mightily in the opinion of his being 
heirs, And yet notwithſtanding this 

} Confidence, may be in the number of 

- thoſe /eebers that (hall not exter. For 

Chriſt is the Author of eterval life on- 

 1y to thoſe that obey him, Hebyv.g, and 

to! obey him, is to ffrive vigorouſly, and 
conſtantly, to overcome all our finfwl 

; $n6{5nations and habits, And thoſe that 


| wake them happy. They may appropriate 
| 


© 3r7oft he! will | fave them, thongh they 
© have never ſcrioufly ſet about thi work, 
+ deceive themſelves by vain preſumptt- 


FF on; -and indfea'fay, that he will dif- 


; 
3 
t folve or diſpenſe with his Law in their 
FT favour. For he requires us to. deny owr 
+ ſelves, Mar: vill. 34. To mortific the 
" body, Rom: viil. 13. Te love encomer, 


WA oct ot Rt a Is. 


VM”_— - 


j 41d Patient, Jam. v. $, and Humble» | 


Che May to Yappineſle. Ss 2 
1 Pet, y, T”: and juſt, Mat. vil. 12* | 
and Charitable, Heb, xiii. 16.and Hee 
I; ,as he that called us i holy, 1 Pet.t.r5. 
And he hath promiſed us to fave npon * 
no other terms; For all theſeare in- 


| cluded in Faith, when *tis taken in be A 


juttifying lenſe ; and 15% is the way of,» 
Happineſs : If we walk notin eh#, but ? 
11 the paths of our own chooſing, our. + 
relying upon Chriſt is a mockery, and 
will deceive us. = 

We may indeed be confident, and we _ 
ons, that he will /ave all thofe thar -* 
ſo believe as to obey him; but may not -/ 


truſt chat he will tave us except weare }]. : 


ſome of thoſe, To rely upon Chriff for 


|. o%r ſalvation, muſt follow our ſincere and. 


obedient ſtriving, and not go before tt. : 
The miſtake of this is exceeding dange= 
rous, and [ doubt hath been fatal toma-« 
ny.The ſum is, To rely on Chriſt with- _ 
out a reſo/nte and ſteady endeavour tot 

overcome every lin and tempratioh,wil 
gain us nothing in the end but ſhame 
and diſappointment : For: not every” 

| | one 


= 
—_— 
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0. > 2M; p 5 Bappir ſe. 
ane that ſaith unto him, Lord, 


Mat. VL. 21. The fooliſh Virgins rely 
ed upon him, and expeted he ſhould 
Opentothem : Lord, Lord, open to 1, 
Mat. xxv. 11. but he kept them out and | i 


Would notknow them,vex. 1 1, 


., Thus of the F5rſt imperte& ark of 
Gealineſs ; eA man may upon the account 
of meer Nature, arrive to all the menti.- 
oned degrees of Faith ;, and yet if bis en- 
deavenrs in the pratiice of Chriſtian vir. 


tmes be not (utable, he will certainly 


= 


come ſhort at laſt, 


SECT. FF 3 


(IT) A may be very devout, 


and given much ro Prayer, 


| be vyery frequent and earneſt init « may 


have the gift of expreſſing himſclf flu. 
ently, without the help of Fuxm or 1e- 
diteation: yea he may be ſo sxtent and 
taken up intheſe exerciſes,that he may 
as it were-beraviſh'c out of himſelf by 

7 Ws 


Lora, Gall the fe 
enter into Heaven, but he that doth the ly kis 
will of his Father which i in Heaven, | other: 


OY The Wap to*Bappinelle. 57 4 
PalIthe fervours of his Þ3r3t,ſo that he real- 1 
 theſly kicdles very high affeivons as wel in $ 
ven, | others, as_In himſelt: And yer if be ' 
ely-lrefts in this, and {uch like things,  8$ 
uld Þ Religion, and reckons that he is accep= # 
&, | ted of God for it ; iſhe allow himſelf 
nd || in any «»mortified luſts, and think to 3? 

compound for them by his Prayers, hg:® 
of | is ax evil man notwithſtanding,and ong”? 
»t || of thoſe ſeekers that ſhal ot be able ta ©} 
#. | enter, The Phariſers, weknow,were ; 
;- | much givento Prayer ; They were long |! 
-. | in thoſe dewortons, and very earneſt in 
/y | them, often repeating the ſame expreſ- 
flons, out of vehemence, Ignatine Loy» 
ola, founder of the Jcluites,was a man_ * 
almoſt ecſtatical-in his Prayers$ and 
Hacket the Blaſphcmer, executed in the 
dayes of Queen Elizabeth, was a perſon 
| of Seraphical Devotion,and would pray - 3 
thoſe that heard him even into rranſs 7 
ports. Baſiliaes the cruel Duke. of ? 
Aoſco, 15 faid to have his hands almoſt 
continually lifted up ta Prayer, except . 
 whenthey were imployed in ſome bars 
barouws and bloody Execution : : And 
we 
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lf 2atter read:ly and unexpeRedly, which 


i That he i55»Þ#red, and that his Prayers 
& Arc the brearbings of the Holy Ghoſt : or 


| yond himſelf, eveninto the third hea» 


we have knownand felt one not much] vers, 
anlike him. There are infinite inſtan-} cizs, * 
ces in our dayes of this dangeroms ſort || that Þ 
of evil men, | ſpect 
; And we may learn hence, that the this \ 
greateſt pift of Prayer, and earneſtneſs-Þ} full 0 
and frequency in it, is no good warkof: | Cov: 
Goal/3nefs,cxcepc it be attended with }| conti 

Wcere, conſtant and virtuous endea- || to b 
Fours, | __ - -|- not 

For ſome men have a »atwral ſpice of | he 
Devotion in a Religiows Melancholy, | He 
which is their temper ; and ſuch have | per 
commonly frong Imaginations , and | ant 
Zealous affettions, which when they | ab! 
are heated, - flame forth into great | ex 


heights, and expreſſions of divotion ; | 1' 
L The warm phancy furniſheth words and | fi 


many times begets in thz man a conceit . C 


at leaſt, that he is extraordinarily afti-= *| 
ſted by zx > which belief kindles his af- 
fe&tions yet more, and he js carried be- 


Vers, 


1 _ The Wip to Happineſle, * 59: 
| vens, and ſuburbs of glory, as he fag- + 
an-F ci:s, and /o he makes nv doubt, bur 3 
Ort Þ that he is a Sainr of the firff rank, and *H 
| ſpecial fav.;rite of Hcaven ; when all 
the this while, hc may bercally a 64d man *Y 
eſs} full of Envy, and Malice ; Pride, and 
of. Coverouſneſs: Scorn, andill Natwre: . 
th | contempt of bis Betters,and dsſobedience 
a* || to bu Governowrs, And While it is ſo, -| 
_*Þ notwithſtanding thoſe. glor:iowe things, ; 
f f he is no further than the Phariſce, 
”, | Hearty and humble deſire, though sm= 
e | perfefHyexpreſt,and without this pomp, * 
1 | and thoſe wonders, is far more accept. : 
/ | able to God, who delights not in the 
* | exerciſes of meer Nature, Pal. cxlvii, 
10, bat is well pleaſed with the expref» * 
ſions of Grace in thoſe that fear him.” ' 
. So that a ſincere and /owly—minded 
_.| Chriſtian that talks of no immediate 
incomes, or commenications; and per- 
haps durſt not, out of reverexce,truſt to * 
his own preſent conceptions in a work 
ſo ſolemn, bur uſeth the help of ſome 
\ pious form of words ſutable to his deſires 
and warts, who is duly [exſib/e;of his 


fone, 
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60 The Wap to Bappineſſe, 
them; andis eraly and earneFty defir 
ous of the Divine aid, in order to it 
ſuch a 'one as eh# Prays by the Spirit, 
and will be affiſted by it : while the 0- 
ther Coth all by meer Nature and mira} 
tion, and ſhall not have thoſe Firirna 
aids which he never heartily deſires,nor 


Intends to uſe. 
.* This,, 7 think, 1 may zraly and 


ſafely lay: But forthe Controverſie be- 
tween Forms and Conceived Prayers, 


which of them is abſolutely beſt, 1 de- 


-termine nothing of it here. And indeed, 
1 ſuppoſe that in their own nature, 


they are alike indifferent, and are 
more or leſs accepted, as they partake 


more or leſs of the Spirit of Prayer, 


viz. of Faith, Humility, and holy defre 
of the good thing we pray for ; and 
a man. may have theſe that prays by 
a Form ; and he may #4»: them that 
takes the other way, and thinks himſelf 
ina prRocion much above it. So that 
my buſineſs is not to ſet up one of theſe 


ways of Devotion againſt the other ; ' 
but 


I fins, and the neceſſity of overcominy bar t 


vehe! 
their 
thing 
conl 
no # 
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The Way to Yappineſſe, Gt ? 
vin but to ſhew, that the heights and _ 
elir vehemencies of many warm people in ;; 
it Itheir #»premeditated i'rayers, have rno= |: 
iritÞ thing in them ſ#pernataral or Divme,8& y 
e oj conlequently, of themſelves, they are 4 
1:4 no marks of Godlineſs : which I hope 
'#alf ro one thinks I ſpeak to diſcredit thofe ? 
norl| pios ardours that are felt by realy de- 

wont ſouls, when a vigoroxs fenſe of 
ind | God, and Divine things, doth even ; 
be-|| ſometimes tranſport them : Far be it * 
+s, | from me to defign any thing (o impiour; 
de- | My aim is only to note, thatthere are 
ed, | complexional heats raiſed, many times 
re, | by fancy and /elf-admiration, that look 1 
re | like theſe, in perſons who really-have 
ke | little of God in them : and we ſhould 
ey, | takecare that we are not deceived by 
ire | them. Thws far alſo thoſe may go that *» 
14 | notwithſtanding fall not enter, 1 addy + 


act |. SECT'S IV, 


at (111 ) Man may endeavonr ſome 
A "things Bhenife, and fo + 

; | Prive in the 11ſt ſenſe; and yet for want 
| _—_ k 
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| 62 TheUWapto Yappineſſe. 

of ſome of .the mentioned Qualifications, 
bis work may miſcarry , and himjelf with 
its | | 
\.(r.) Thereis nodoubvt, but that 

an evil man may be convinced of his in | 
and v#/eneſs, and that even to angniſh 
and torment. The Gentiles, (aith the 
Apolile, Row, it. 14. Which have nat the 
Law , ſhew the works of the Law written 
| #n their hearts, their thoughts in the 
” mean time accuſing, or excuſing one a= 
| mother, Conſcience often ſtings and 
diſquiets the vileſt ſinners 3 and 
ſometimes extorts from them 7a- 
mentable confeſſions of their ſins , and 
earneſt declamations againſt them, They - 
may w-ep bitterly at their remembrance, 


i - and be under great heavineſs, and de- 
4 -je&tion upon, their occaſion. They may 


ſpeak vehemently againſt fin them- 
felves,and love to have others to handle 
it ſeverely. All this bad men may de 


J: upon the ſcore of natural fear, and /e if 3 
| love, and the apprehenſion of a future 


Judgment. And now ſuch convittions 
Will :at#rally beget ſome endeavornrs * 
al - 


Ms, 


th 


at 
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A convinced underſtanding will have. 


{ome infuence upon the wand affeFis . | 


ons, The mind in the #nregenerate, may 


againſt 8, .. WA”, 

: So that ( 2.) ſuch a meer anmal 
man may promiſe, and purpoſe, and 
endeavonr in ſome. pretty conſiderable 
meaſure * but then, he goes, nor: ory. 


{ wich-f«1/ reſolution, but wavers, and 


ſtops ,and turns about again;and lets the 
law of the members, that of death and 


ir-makes.no conguefts,and Willnot fg-. 


| nifie. He fins on, though with ſome re> 


gret; and his very uwwilingneſs ro ſin, 


| While he commits it, is fo far from 


leſſening, that it 4ggravates his faxlt: 


+ and reigns, 


| Itargues that he ſins againſt comſeience, 


and conviftion ; - and thar fi is ſtrong 


' Tis true indeed St. Parl, Rome7.. 


| makesſuch a deſcription ſeemingly of 
3 himſelf, as one might think concluded. +» 
F him under this ace z He faith, ;yerſ. 8. 


T hat 
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i” 
1 


luſt againſt the fleſh, 'as that doth + | | 


fin, to prevail over him. His exdeavorr .. 
| is remiſ7, and conſequently #neffeftual;. 


# 
» v9 ER 


| 6a The Wap to Yappinecfſe; 
; That (in Wrought 3n him allmanner of 
+ colieapiſcence: yerl, g. That ſinreviveds 
_ and he died : ver. 14. Thar be was: 
| carnal; and again, fold under fin, verſ, N] aren 
lf 20, That {11 dwelt in him, and wrought In1 
| that which he Would not: ver(. 23. That || {tani 
| the law of his Members led bim unto cap< | exce 
| tbuiey to the law of fin: and verf. 25. | Tay 
' That be obeyed the laWof fin, hav 
| Ifthis be/o,and St.Pawl, aregencrare | 18d 
| vey, Was in this (tate, it will follow, | of: 
| that/cekirvg and? feeble endeavonr, that | thi 
- 'overcotnicth no difficulty, may yet | fail 
” proecurean evirance; and he that is come | fro 
.F hitherto, Viz, to endravonrs ts/afe' Re 
 * eftoushithough'he do'/not conquer, © | th 
This Objeion preficth not only' a= | 1. 
ainſt this head, but againſt my whole | C 
FE Diſcourſe, and the Text it ſelf, Theres ||, th 
- fore ro artſwer_ it, lay, That the |, 7 

Apoſtle hete is not tobe underftosd of Þ® FT 
him(elf, but he deſcribes the fare of an [i 
unregenerate man, though he ſpcaks in l 
the firſt perſon, a Figere that was or- | # 
dinary with this Apoſtle, and frequent Þþ 
enouglrin'common ſpeech : TORY | 
| ays | 


- of Þ fay,, 1am thus, and ths, and did ſo, and | 
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fo, whenwe are deſcribing a ſtate,or | 
ations in which perhaps we in. perſoa. | 
are not"concerned, | | 
In this ſenſe the beſt Expoſitors under» | 
ſtand theſe expreſſions, and thoſe - 
excellent Divines of our. own, Biſhop. 
Tayler,and Dr, Hammand, and. others 
have:.notedto us, That this de/cription: 
is directly contrary to all the CharaFers. 
of a regenerate man,given elſewhere by. 
the, and the other Apoſtles. As he is: 
ſaid to be deadto fir, Rom. vi. 11. Free. © 
from 6n;&:the ſervant of Rrghteouſneſe, 1 
Roi. vi. 18. That he Walks nat after > 


the fleſh, but aſterthe Spirit, Rom, vill, 


I. That the law of the Spirit of life in 
Chriſt Jeſus, hath made bim free from © 


the. law of ſinand death, Rom.viii. 2. 
That he overcometh the world, Joh.5 14. 


He aneth-not;,. i Joh: 111.6, He hath | © 
crucifeed the 'fleſo with its affeflions and." 
Infts,Gal.v. 24, Which Charafters of k *' 
truly regenerate petion, if they be com- . 


pared with thoſe abqve-cited out of Ko, - 


viic ie willappeas, that they arc as cor” « 
D?. > reatyy 1] 


J | 


[| & . The wayto tappintt 
ry; 'as *cis poſſible cs ſpeak; and by F. 


[-þ tr 
' | this, *cis evident that they deſcribe 


- þ 


 F. Having fi 
 þ tofin; and obeying the lawof fin; and yer 
| | free fromthe law of fin and death? How 
= [- can theſe things confil} ? To-tel us, '7 « 
' | fo, and *t& mot ſo, 'and to twiſt ſuch 
? contradiflions into OrthodoxParadoxes,' 


# Fo dr % ” 
$5 39 _ £ 2 - 
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; 
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- the two contrary ſtates. | | 
For can the regenerare be full ofal 


' | manner of concupi/cence, and at the fame 
F | time be cracified-to the fleſh, and #t's 
F | 4ffeAions and Infts ? one, in whom ſip 
| l revives while he dies; and yet onethat 


” 18 dead to fin? carnal. and yet not walk: 
 #ng after the fleſh, (but after the Spirit ; 


by 
, 


[ - ſold under ſis and yet free from ſin? 


n dwelling in him;and a captive - 


- 


_— . 
, = 


4 


\ | are pretty things. to pleaſe Fools. and 
” E Children; but the wiſer ſort care not for 
-- i ſuch riddles, 38 are not ſenſe. 


o = : Z 


SF 


-# "Tthink 'cis evident enotigh themthat? 


the Apoſtle in that miſtaken Chapter, 
"relates the feeble, impotent condition of 
' onethat was.couvixced and ſtrove a littbey 
" | bntnotto purpoſe, And if we find our 
” | ſelves compriſed-by that "deſcription, 


though” , . 


—_"Y 


- The fry; fl apt v th HB ip 

| | though we may- be never tc 
the eviland danger of a ſinf 4 
{| and may endeavorr ſome ſroall matrer, 
all '} but withour ſucceſs weare yet ander 
ne | © ehat evil, and obnoxious to that danger: | 
's | Forhe that ſtrives in earneſt,conquers 
bin | at laſt and advanceth fschough allthe 
at | work be nor done at once, $0 cthatif we | 


3 deavour' is peccant, and wants Faith or] 
? . Prayer for:Divine aids, or conſtancy or { 
G viger;and ſo, Though we may, ſech, "1 | 
c ſoall not be able to enter. x} 


y 

's overcome\in in ſome Inſtances? and yet. 1 
2 in that do go great matter neither, if. he'Þ 
, lies down and'goes no further : There 
are ſome ſins we .outerow by ages or} 
: are indiſpoſed to them by bodily ins 
« | firmity, or diverted by occaſions, and ir. 
|. maybe-by other fins; and ſome are con=? 
- | trary to Worldly Intereſts, to our credit, 
[b . Orheatth, or profit ; and when we have. 


been 1n any great degree pre fadion by - 
and ceaſe from them, and fo by reſort 


| '*, and diſuſe, *we maſter themat laſt 
E tally \; which, if we went on,andat- 
If - tempred upon all che r<ſt were ſome- 
t thing: But when we ſtop ſhort in theſe 
it perry victories, our gexeral ſtate.is not 


: 
: 
. 


| appetites, is yet a ſlave to others ;and 
I though he hath prevailed over {ome 
* difftoulties, yer the main ones arc yet 
E:bening. ' - SEDPET 

© Thus the imperfeFt river malters, it 
| "May be, his bealtly appetite ro #tempe- 
rat drinking, but is yet under the pow= 
er of /ove of Riches, and vain pleaſure. 
| He ceafeth frm open debanchery, but 
f- entertains ſpiritual wickedneſs: in his 
heart: He will not Swear, butwill 
| #ackbite and rail : He will, not be 
E  Driusk, but will dawn a man for not be- 
F 1ngof hu opinion ; He will not propbane 
the Sabbath, but will defraud his 
| - Neighbour. 

| Now theſe half conqueits, when 
FF we reſt in them, are as good as none 
 -at all, Then ſhall 1 not-be aſhamed when 
| have regard to all thy. Commandments, 


eg ted ies. vale. Cl WE. 
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it a/tered;; He that corquers  ſomeevil 
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«Tis ſhameful to give off, when our | 


caſtsthe greater reproach” apoa © us for | 
" what we omit, Toceaſe to be prophane, 


. © bimſelf, that he was not like the Ex-: 


| with him, Luk xXVi1t. tt, :nd yetheE 


unwiſe Virgins were no profligate ivevsy 


ah , I " ] | 4 » rod ww F 6 wh : Ny * " 
8 F 3 ; : LF - 
b a [Y Fe q 


ſaith the Kingly Pr pt et; Pal cxix. bo ; 


work is but #alf done; Whar we do, 


is ſomething as a paſſage, but nothing 
for an end Weare not Saints as ſoonas?! 
we are ciz/,*Tis not only groſs (ns thaty 
are to be overcome, The wages of 
fin # death, not only of the great and ! 
capital, but of the ſmalleſt, if they | 
are indulged. The Phari/ce applauded 
tortioxers, Adutterers, and wjuſt, yor 
like the Pblicas, that came to pray; 


went away never the more j»/tificd, The 


and yet they were /znt ont. i 
He that will enter, muſt ſtrives 
gainſt every corrupt apperire aid = 
clination. A leſs leak will fink a Ships 
as well as a gre-ter if no care be taken 
of it. A Conſumption will kill, as well as 
the Plagye ; yea fometimes the teſt 
Difeafe may in the. eyent prove.mory 
D. 4 deagl, 


- 84 © > ' , 
F Healy, than the greater. ; for ſmall 


|. <diftempers may be negleRed; till they 
| . Become! incurable i; whettas the great 


4 ones awaken us'to ſpeedy care for a.re- 
£.ncdy.. A mall hurtin the finger flegh- 
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. SY | cans? 
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EF--applications is cared. 


FF great; thoſe we accaunt Little ones. may 
$ prove as fatal, yea they are ſometimes 
Ft more dangerors: For we are apt to 
||: think.” them »one at all, or. Venigl in- 
'L þrmities that may conſiſt with 4 are of 
EE grace, and. Divine favour 3 we excuſe 
$f and make Apologies for then, and fan- 
| cy-that Hearing, and Prayer, and © ole 
þ Feſ7onare atonements enough for theſe, 
+ Upon which accounts am apt to be- 
-lieve;that the leſs notorious Vices have 
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*Fuined a$ many as the greateſt Abomi- 
nations. Hell doth not_conſiſt only of 
Draunkards:and Swearers,and Sabbath- 
breakers: No, the demure Phariſee , 
| - the plasſible Hypocrite, and formal Pro- 

+= _ og feſſor, 


: 
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|  2ed,may prove agangreen, when 3 great || 
F- -0v4d-in the- head, by. ſeaſonable | 


FE+- +* Tis-unfafe then to content our ſelves | 
Ft | with 7-75, that our fins are not fontand | 


- The Way to Bappineſſe, 04 | 
feſſor, have their place alſo in tha ake” 
of fire, The: grear impleties | 20% L- 

' ſtartle an4 awaken conſcience, and this 

- || get ſtrong convictions, and fo' cord - 

times excite reſolution, and vigoto! i 
ſtriving:'while'men hug themlelvegh 

2 | their 7eſſerſi#s,and Carry them pen. 
 tredto their graves. vi 

MW | The ſum is, We may overcome eſfarne 

fins,” and turn from: the groſſer/orr of 
wickedneſs, and 'yer if-we endeavous | 
not to ſabdue the reſt, weare ſtil] in-! 
the Condition of wnregeneracy & death, 
and though. we #hm ſeek, we ſhall not... 
enter; I 

(4. ) A Manmay perform many da- 

ties of Religion, and that With reliſh and-] 

delight, and yet miſsarry. As, ; 

(1.) He may be earnef# and ſwift to-1 
hear, and follow Sermons conſtantly? 
from one place to another, and be ex) 

ceedingly pleaſed and affeted with the 4 

Word, and yet be an evi! Man. and in 

a ba? ſtate. Herod' heard Fohn Bapuiſt® 

gladly, Mark . vi. 20. and h2 thatre=— 

ceived the feed ipto ſtony places, xe- 4 

TX 5: cervecy; 
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#  [Cetyed it joyſully, Mat. xiii. 20. Zeal 


| for bearing- doth notalways ariſe from 
}þ +2.c0n/cientions deſire to learn, in order 


| from an itch after novelty 2nd notrons, 
+ - or an ambition to be famed for God- 
=: »e/s; or the importunityof natural con- 
| | /F#ence, that will ner be ſatisfied except 
WF We do ſomething ; or a deſire to get 
Ef. ' Patter to feed our opinions, of to fur- 
'f -niſh us with picxs diſcourſe 3 1 ſay; ear- 
i |, "neſtneſs to hear arifeth very often from 
| ſome of theſe ; and when it doth /o, we 
'. gain but /tele by it: yea, we are dan=- 
 gerouſly tempted to take this for an 
Wt *%fall;ble token of our Saintſbip and ſo 


of the ear, and to diſturb every body 
with the abundance of our di/putes and 
F  ?#lk, while wenegle& our own ſpirits, 
| and let our unmortified affections and 12- 
BE <#nationsrreſt in quiet, under the ſha- 
ff dow of theſe ſpectone ſervices. 
= So that when a great affefion to 
WF - bearing: (cileth: upon'an evil man, 'tis 
= dds but it doth him þ#r7; It puffs him: 


o Ba TIP ERS , 
} "PHY. 2 6 
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(O content ourſelves: with this Re/rgion. 


| - topratt:/e, but ſomerimes it proceeds | 


OE LIEBE 
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The Way” toPpppirclſe» . '75- 
up- in the conceit of his Godline[s, ah: 
makes him progwatical,tronþle/ome, ad: 
xr | cenſorius ; He, turns bis food into pays: 
Is | ſon: Among bad men, thife are Ccertatgs:; 

| ly the worſt, that have an opinion of thekr- 
j | bemng godly , and ſuch are thaſe that? 
bs have #:ching ears, under the power of 
t | ito habits and inclinations, An rare" 


t | nef diligent hearer then , may be ' one 
- | ct thoſe who ſeeks, and 1s out. puty.1 
- | Andfomay. "i 
n © (2.) He that Faſts much, and feveres} 
e | #1:The fews were exceedingly given to* 


= | Ffaſtivg, and they were very ſevere in-: 
1 | 1t. Theyabſtained from all things pleas? 
» | FJantto them, and put on ſacheloth, and4 
z. ſowre looks& mourned bitterly and hung 
7 down the head, and /ate in afher;fo that. 
uemight have.takentheſc for verybolys 
þ penitent, wortified people, ya | had” 
; a great antipathy againſt their /5»s, anU! 
abhoyrence.of themſelves for them: Andi 
yet God complains oftheſe.frit,/enare; 
Fafters, Zech vii, 5. That they did not 
Faſt unto him; but faſted for rife and* 
achate, 1fa.lviii.4, Their Fafts werenot 


(74 The Way to Happitelſ 
12014 he badchoſen, to looſe the band? 
| ®f wickedneſs, to undo the beavy burden 
+ *xd to. let the oppreſſed free , verl. 6. But 
+ they. continued, notwithſtanding their 
F Faft:, and Gods admonitions by his | 
| Prophets, to oppreſs the-widow, and 
| 7etherlecſs, and poor, Zech. vii. Io. | 
WF Thus meer »atzra! and evil men }\ 
{ ſometimes put on the garb of Morts- || 
W fication, and exerciſe rigors upon their 
I voates and external perſons, inexchange 
W forthe sndulgences they allow their be- || 
Wt loved appetites ; and. while the ſtri& Þ| 
WH Diſcipline reacheth no further, though. || *Þ* 
We we keep days, and faſt often, yerthis || #0! 
WE will nor put us beyond the condition | 
8 of the Phari/ce, who faFRed twice in the || th 


*# week,as himſclf boaſted , Lake, xviii, | wW 
| 1.2, And, | i di 
” (3:) 4n imperfett iriver may be very V © 
We awvch given jo pions and religions diſ= + of 
courſes : He may love to be calkingof — 
| ” Divine things; eſp:cially of the love of 7 
mY Chriff to fnners, which he may fre - D 
F quently - ag of with much earneſineſs 
Wand «feft0r, and have that dear nawe- : 
_—_ always. 
s 1) 228 ES : 
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Who never felt thoſe Divine things he 


\ areſome who have a ſort of Devoutneſs, + 


| plexion; and if ſuch are talkative (as ? 


_ earneſtly of, the /oveof Chriſt, and ex» ; 
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always at his tongues end to begin and: * 
cloſe all his ſayings 3 and to fil? up the 
void places, when he wants what to ſay. 

next : and yet this may bea bad man, - 


talks of ; and never /oved (thrift * 
heartily, and as he ought. |; 
© was obſerved before, that there : 


and Relzgion 11 their particular Come 1 


maoy times they are) they will eaſily? 
run into ſxch diſcourſes, as agree with 
their temper, and take pleaſure in them” 
for that reaſon; and for th allo, becauſe? 
they are apt to gainus reverence, and? 
the good opinion of thoſe with whom? 
we converſe, And ſach as ate by nature” 
diſpoſed for this faculty, may eaſily | 
get itby smutation and retnembrancey 
of the devour formes they: hear, and”: 
read: fo that there may bz nothing 
Divine in all ths 3 nothing, bat what 
may conſiſt with” »»moreified luſty4 
and affeRions : And though ſuch talle* 
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; ;Preſs 2. mighty love to his wame, yer 
|, \Fts May ,be too without any real con. 
+ Formity-unto him inhis Life,and Law, 
F. The Jews ſpoke much of Aze/es, in him 
+ "they believed, and in him they rrafted, | (1 +) 
Jbn V.45- His name Was a ſweet found c 
* to their ears, and'*twas very pleaſane | The 
| } UPON their tongues, and yet they hated oy 

| the Spirit of Maſes 5 and Had noloye Go 1 
? :£O thoſe Laws of his, which copdemned ful, 
-bbeir wicked ations. And we may ſce nec 
| how.many cf thoſe ove Chriſt that The 
' ſpeak often , and aftcRionately of him, |. Te 
by obſerving how they keep kis Com- bec 
8 124»dments, John xiv.i 5.elpecially tho/e rhe 

| of .meckneſs, mer cy, and wniverſal] | bu 
8 love. | as 


- , Thus smperfe ftrivers may implo " 
.themſc y oo ian pr of a. tt 
© {iga0n:. have. inſtanced gnly.in Three, O 
the like may-heſaid of the reſt, 3nd to P 
| [&hiis. I add, That they may not only ex- d 
F .erciſe themſelves $-the ovtWardmatters : 
& of duty, but may arriveto ſome things { 


# that are acconnted greater beights,and 
© are really more and ſpiritaahand refined, 
F To inſtance. | SE CT,& 


do " die 
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4 SBC To V. oe 
(1. ) + Hey may have ſome /ove to} 

+ God, Goodneſr,and good men. 
The Sou! naturally loves beanty, atid 
perfeftion ; and all mankind apprehend: : 
God,to be ofal Beings,the molt beanti- | 
ful, and perfeft, and therefore mult. 
needs have an s2tele&wal love tforhim +: 
Thereaſon that love takes no-hold'of*} 
the paſſions in wiched men, 1s, partly: 
becauſe they are diverted from: the” 
thoughts of Rim, by the 9bjes of ſenſe;? 
but chiefly, becauſe they conſider him * 
as their enemy, and therefore can have? 
no complacency, or delight in him, who? 
they think hath nothing but thoughts 
of enmity, and diſpleaſure2gHoſt theme; 


But if once they come» t5ve periwa®s 


i Þ ies, 


© 


ded (as many time$,by ſuch falſe marksy 
as Thave recittd;they are Ythat Godag 
their Father,and peculiar Friend that 
they are his choſen, and his dar/ongry 
whom he loved from etermy, wa J 

waom 


, ” 
* ; 


-» 
of 


 MFkho mttay ta ids naatabati*. 
| Ad * ' 1, 4 tk n | ;þ j 
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= Whom he hath given his $9», and bis 
$4 arid will give Himſelf, ina way 
| ofthe fulleſt enjoyment : Then, the 
4 Love that before was only an eſteem in 
E the #nderſtanding, doth” kindle in the 
| -affettions by the help of the conceit of 


24 


- on thus hated,rans out, even into /er.;- 
: prick, & rapturowe Dev.Itions;while yet 
* allrbz,is but ncer animal love,cxcited 
: chiefly, by the /ove of oxy /elves,not of 
- the Divixe Perfettions, And ic com- 
- monly goes no farther, then to earne#7 
- expreſſions. of extraordinary love to 
God in our Prayers, and Diſcourſes, 
| while it appears not in any fngular obe- 
| 4ence to his LaWs, of generous, and #- 
 'miverſal love to mankind : which are 
i the ways whereby the true Divine love 
| Is expreſtyfor, Thu ir the love of God, 
that we keep his. Commandments, faith 
the Apoſtie,r obyv.,3.And as to the 
j- other. thus, If weloweone anther, God 
| awelleth in ua, and his love « perfetcd 
{32 w, 1]John iv. 12, An on the con- 
F tary, If 4 man ſay, I love God, and 
Wot. | bateth: 


* 


bateth 


' Gods loving them ſo dearly,and the paſſi- 
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.ence are the true arguments,and expreſs - 
kons of our loye' to God ; and theſe ſups : 
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bateth bis brother,he s alyar.i Jobnay. - 


20. Charity then, and #niv:rſal obedi< 


poſe a v8#Fory cvcr corrupt inclinations, - 
and /elf will, But the other love which 7? 
ariſeth from the conceit of our ſpecoall 5 
dearneſſe to. God upon 8»ſufficient 
grounds ; that goes no further then to * 
ſom: ſuavites, and pleaſant fancigs 
within our ſelves ; and ſome .paſſtonate | 
complements of the Image we have lct *' 
up in our imaginations. Thu Love will 
conſiſt with Aatred,and contempt of all ; 
that are not like our ſelves; yea and it 
will produce it: thoſe poiſonous fruits,” + 
and vile affetions may be incouraged, * 
and cheriſh*d nnder 1t. me 
So that there may be ſome love to God 1 
in evil men.: But while ſelf-love 1s the } 
#nly motive, and the more prevalent © 
pallion,1t ſignificth nothing to their ad- * 
vantage. 

And as the imperfett river may 
have ſome /ove to God, fo he may to pi- 
et) and vertue:eyery manloves theſe in ; 

laea. 1 


” . 


vo The/Wayto Yappinelle. 
$ Tea. The vileſt finner takes part in high per{0 
F affe tions with the vertuorue and religi« they pd 
| - 0%, when he ſceth them deſcribed inſÞ/1ion fc 
|  #Hiſfcry or Romance ; and hatha deteſta- and ac 
| - tion'for hoſe, who are tharaRer'd as} $19 
3 | 11pio ut ard i97m0rtal, Vertme is a great twe,: 4 
| Beanty, and the mind is tzken with ir, | may 
{ while *cis confider*d at a diſtance 3 and | man» 
f * ourcorrupt itcrefts,and ſenſual affcF- tncls 
| -o7'are nor Corcern'd. *Tis'The/y that } dore 
| "recommend fe to our /ove, and choice, | net 
while the 4,4 Rands on the fide of ver. | wil 
F tue:with that we ſerve the Law of God, | AY 
| 'but with the fleſpthe Law of fin, Row, | nad, 
3 -YHi. 25. So that moſt wicked men;that uot 
F. 'are not degenerated tnto meer Brutes, | © 
F (have this menral and intelleFnuallovero | 
| gooaneſe 3 That is,they approve, and gel 


"#. 


the it in their mindinand would praffiſe | W 


h 


© italſo,were it not for the prevalent bi- d! 
als of fleſp nnd ſeiſe. © i Al 
And hence it will follow likewiſe, | 4 
| That the ſamemay approve and reſpeiF | A 
F ygoodmen; They muy reverence andlove © ©< 
| 


| "them fortheir Charity, Humility Juftice x 
- and Temperance, rhough themlelvesare 
perſons 
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eat (we, and of the excebency of /Rebgion, * 
it, | may produce this inthe meer natural 
1d | man» who is under the dominion of vile" 
i. | inclinations, and: affeftions'; and there." * 
at } fore 144 js no good: mark, of gouliueſſe 
e, | neither, Our-/ovezo God and goodneſſe 

r= | will not ſtead us,except 1t be prevalene. 
; | Andas the love defcribed may be narw- * 
» | 14, and a meer avimal. man may-arrive 
t | .untoits So, _ EE He, 
» | (1H. ) He may to as extrarrdinayy, | 
}- 

| 


zeal for the ſame things. that. arethe ob 
fetts of his love. Hot tempers are eager, 
where they take either kindnefle' or © 
| di!pleaſure. The natural manthat hath 
# ananimal love to Religion, may be vio=. ? 
| lentin ſpeaking, and aRing for things” : 
appertaining to it. If his cemper be 4 
| devotional and paſſonate,he becomes 2 : 
» mighty zea/ot, and fills al] places with *' 
| the fame of his godlineſs : Hig natural 
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OE - The Waytoappinette, | * 
+ |. *fre moves this way, and makes a migh$©9 tha 
ty blaze, Abab was very zealous,” andÞ* ©**&r 
tis like *twas-not only his own intereſ(IPa"c<r3 
E - that made him'ſo; 2 Kings x: 16, TheP** W 
- Phariſees were zealous people,and cer-F*ry ©* 
tainly their zeal was'not always perſo-JÞ* 5 
| vated, and:put'on, bat real : Though! awd .Cx 
* they were Hypocrites,” yet they were end ne 
"ſuck, as, in Whey hinge, doexived pero 
'.,* Themſelves, is'WAll as others, They were P97 
_ \Reatom fortheir Traditions, and they J'02r> 
_  'believ*d*was their duty to beſo, St, P47 
”. - Paul: while a perſecator, was zealous Pers 
; © againſttheDiſeipler, and he thought (ba. 
Ko he ought do. many things againſt that - migh 
| - nanie, + And our Saviour forctells, thar | "(1 
thoſe zealous murderers that ſhould kill |*n 7* 
his Saints, ſhould think, They did God |#9:74 
| £ooa ſervice in it, John xvi. 2. So that for ſ 
1 all the' z2al of the natural man is not 399% 
1 : Feegning, and ating of a part; nor hath 
always evilobjets. The Phariſces | 
© were zealous againſt the wickedxneſſe of | f#l 
 : the Publicans, and Sinners, Zeal then, 
ZJ and that in earxeſ# for Religion, may be + 
+ in bad men, Butthens'this is to be no» 
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a red, 
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835-5 
oh$<d, that tis commotily about opinionr> * * 1 
ndot external rites, and v/ages, andſuch.- 7 
eſtfatcers as appertain to.firff Table Dus 5: : 
heffies, while uſually. the ſame menare.  * 
tr. ery cold, inreferenceto the Dnties of 
ſo.Fhe Second; And when zeal is partial, . 
oh $0d .ſpcat about the little things that. 
re end not to the overcoming the difficnt- 
oq J's of our ways or the ptrfeiing of hu 1. 
re pane Nature, 'tis a-meer animal fere'? 
y Jour, and no Divine. Fire.. And the. 
t, Jrarwral man, the ſecker that ſhall not 
s [ater, may grow up to another. height! 
t {that looks g/or50ufly and ſeems.to ſpeak: 
t jnighty things,  Abvonty don! Hob 3ng 
e T (1H. He may, hevegriat;comforts- 
| [in religions meditations, and that even | 
{ to; raptarons.exceſſes, He may take theſe, 
. [for /weer communion with God, andthe } 
'F Joys of the-Hely Gboft, and the earneſt;; 
of. Glory, and be lifted yp.onhighby:: & 
them, and inabled:toſpeakiin wondere: 7 
| ful raviſhing frains; and yet natwiths ; 
{\ſtanding be an evi/ man and in the eſtate . 
1 of ſuch as ſhall be aut owt, {CL 
! ; For this we may obſerve, Thatthoſs; 
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; theClords,is now grovelingia theDuſ: | 


toÞnd theſe turther warm: higsmagination, 
the 
are' 
m4 


|| him of atruth,ina ſpecial way of Afani- 


Animal Religion, and many - times tt 
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hich by new, and: 1akgng ſuggeſtions 
ſtill raiſeth-the «fertions more 3 and fo. 
the man is asit were #ra»ſported be«=. 
yoad himſelf, and ſpeaks like one dropt 
from the clouds: His tongue flows with 
Light, and Glories, and Communion 
and Revelations, and Incomes;. and.. © 
then, believes that the Holy Ghoſt is the. 
eAuthor of all thi, and that God 1s'#m. 


feRtation, and vouchſafement... This is 
one of the greateſt, Heights, of the 


proceeds from. nothing; moce Divige... | 
For; when'' melanchkolick. vapours Pre. 
vail again, the imagination.is overcaſt, 
and the fancy poſleſt by ai/maland #x-: 
comfortable thoughts : and. the . man, F 
whoſe head was but juſt before among”. if 


He thinks al is loſt, and bis condition. W 
miſerabley He-is a caſt awey,and wndene,. 
when tn-themean while as- to' Divine: 
ſavoure heis juſt where he was befores. 
or rather in abet2ep ſintefince *its better * 

To be © q 


FF. 25 The wnayto Vaypliteſe, 
{ |' tobe humbled” with reaſon, then to be ÞÞ3V® 
© | lifted np Wirhoxt #.Such effeRts as theſe Þ#76® 
| do meer zateral paſſions&imaginations JArE V* 
+ | produce, when they are tinured and [mark 
f | heightned by religious melancholy, To only 
't þ deny- ones ſelf, and to overcome ones [10 
| | paſſsons,and to live ina courſe 'of a ſob:r babi 
| | -vertue, 15 much more Divine, then all Pre5 
| | this. | che 
*Tis trze indeed, and] am far from acth 
| denying it, that holy men feel thoſe 
| qoys and communications of the Divine 
Spirit' which are no fancies; and the 
| Seripture'calls them pgreat peace, Pl. 
'  CXix: TGF; and joy in believing, Rom. 
| xV.T3.'andthe peace of God that paſſeth 
|. allvinaerfbanding,. Phil.iv, 7; But then,” 
| theſe Divine vonchſaſements are not 
"þk raprurom, or ecftatical, They are no' 
bk ſudden® Qlaſhes - that ares gone in a 
=E mothent, leaving the ſoul in theregions* 
PE of ſorrow, and deſpair: but ſober laſting: 
| cotnforts, that are the reWards and 
* veſnltr of vertuezthe rejoycrings a of good | 7 
gonſeience,z Cor.i.12.and the manifeſta- 1 
toys of God to thoſe rate ſouls _ ti 
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he ſhave overcome the evilsof their 'wa- | 
eſe Fures, aud the difficulties of the way, or 
ins Jare vigeron(ly preſſing on towards the 
14 Imark, Ph3/, iii. 14-Butfor ſuch as have 
Do lonly the forms of godlineſs, | have men» : 
£5 Irioned, while the ev3/9uclinations and 
ir | habits are indulged, whatever they 
all '\|pretend,al the /weers they talk of,are but _ 
| the imagery of dreaws, and the pleaſant 
m | deluſions of their fancies. 4d 


ſe |} | 

BY SEC To VI. 

IC | 

{, Hus 1 have ſhewn how far the 
l meer Animal Religion may go,.in 


h | smperf.& firivieg. And now I muſt ex- 
b,7 pect to hear 

t (1+) That this 1s very ſevere, #ncom- 
o ' | fortable DoArine 3 and if one that ſhall * 
a- | eyentually be ſont out, may do al this, + 
$; 4 what ſhall becomeof the generality of © 
4 | Religious men that never do ſo much; 
J' | And if al thi be fbert. What will be 
4 | available; who then ſhallbe ſaved ? 

= { - To which I A»/wer, Thatwe are not 
5 | to. make the meaſures of Religion and | 
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Fit that Chrift Jeſus hath made for us: 


| Of the Scribes and Phariſees, we ſhall in 
#0 Wiſe enter 5yto the K ingdom of heaven,||. 
- Mat. v. 20, Now the Scriber and 


went beyond many of our glorsox 


-ed their Religion firmly, and Prayed fre- 


THItL . 


Happineſs out ſelves; but to take thoſe 


And he hath told us, That except our 
Righteouſneſs exceed the Righteonſneſ 


Phariſees did things in the way of 
Relegson, that were equal to all the par» 
ticulars [ have mentioned ; yea they 


Profeflors, who yer think themſelves 
in an hgh form of Godlineſs. They believ| 


quently and fervently, and Faſted ſevere- | 
ty; They were exad, and exceeding 
ftri# in the obſervation of their Sab- 
baths, and hated ſcandalous and groſs 
fins ; and were verv pu»&xal inall the 
duties of o#tward Worſhip; and in many 
things ſ#pererrogated and went beyond} 
what was commanded: Such wealors 
people were They zand They '/eparated 
from the converſations and cuſtoms of 
other Jews, upon theaccount of their! 
ſuppoſed greater Holineſs and LA | 
PREY Theſe 


. . 
. 


riſees arrived ; & a good Chriſtian mult | 
exceed all thu ; and he thatlives 1n 


'to God; of obedience to his Swperzorg; ! 


| degree of evcry thing the Phariſees did, 
| Is. neceſſary, 


| ſubdving our paſſions, and caſting our } 


' The Way to Yappineſſe. $9 | 
T beſe were heightr to which the Pha- | 


a ſober courſe of Piety, and Fertue; of - 
ſelf Government, and humble ſubmiſſion 1 


and Charity to his Neighbours, Hedorh - 
really exceed it, and ſhall exter, when !? 
the other ſhall be ut ox. So that, : 
when our Saviour ſaith, thatthe Pha» * 
ri/aick Righteouſneſs malt be exceeded, 
the meaning 1s not, That a greater _ 


but we muſt dothae 
which in the #atwre and kind of itis 
better and more acceptable to God, + 
viz. That whereas they placed their 
Religion in ftrif# Faſtings, and nice 
obſervations of Feſtivals; in lowd and 
earneſt Prayers, and Zealto get Pro- 
ſelites, we ſhould place owre; in fncere 
ſubjeftions of our wills to the will of 1 
God, in imitation of the life of (Chriſt, |} 
and obedience of his Laws; in amending 
the faults of our vatures andlivess 1p 4 


o be p. 
RB 9 5» 
_ 


_ -rery while ebey, the preſumed 
©. and domeſticks, (hal be ut onr. 


x? 
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90 The Way to Bappinelſe, | 
the habits of evil : Theſeare much bes- | the 
yond the Religion ' of the Phanetrick | tho 


Phariſee; not in ſhew and powp:burt in 
reat worth, and divsne cſteem, So thar 
upon the whole, we have noreaſon to 
be diſcouraged, becauſe They that do 


ſo much are caſt ont; ſince, though we 
find not thoſe hears, and ſpeciors things 


4n our ſelves which we obferve in them, | 


yetif we are more meek, and modeſft,and 
patient, and charitable, and humble,and 
juſt, our Caſe is better ; and we have 
the Power of Godlizeſs, when theirs is 
but the Form, And We, whom They 
accounted «liens and eremies, ſhall ex- 


But (2.) I expe it ſhould b& again 
Objc&ed againſt this ſeverity of Diſ- 
courſe, That our Saviour faith, Afar. 
xi. 20, That his yoke teafte, and hu 
burden #« light : which place ſeems to 


croſs all that hath been ſaid abourtthe 
Difficulties of Religion, And *tis trne 
T || - it hath ſuch an appearance, but is yo 
| wore: For thewords Took as croſsto 


the 


$ b& 
* 
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| obſerve,. 


Che Wayto Yappinefle. ot 7 
the expreſſions. ofthe fame: Divine Au» - 
thor,concerning the ftraightnrſs of the 
Gate, and narroWneſs of the Fay, as to. 
any thing I have delivered from thoſe. | 
infallible ſayings. Therefore to remove 
the ſemblance of contrariery, which the” 
objeffed Text ſeems to have to thoſe. 
ethers, and to my Diſcourſe, we may. 


That when our Saviour ſaith, that 
his yoke18 eaſe, the word we read caſie 
isyen5vs, which fignifiethvery geod,exceÞ 
lentgraciow;&rhe meaning I ſuppole 1s, 1 
That his Precepts had a native beanty. 
and gooaneſs in them ; That they are_ 
congruoxrand ſutableto our reaſonable” 1 
Natures, and pz inſiruments to make 1 
us happy; In which ſenſe, ths expreſli+ . | 
on bath no antipathy to the Text, or 
toany thing I have ſaid. And whereas 
*tis-added,| Ay Buraen # light) | think 
by this, we are to underſtand, LVhat his 
Commands are not of that bardenſome - 
nature. that the Ceremonies. of the ... 
Fewtſh Laws were : Thoſe werewery: 


cumberſome, and had nothing in their - 


K x. -*.. nature. © 
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| b.- ; the eAnimal : Religion. ( 6) The cer. 


tain ' 


Ffj- 92 The Way to Pappineſte 
+ ||| nature to make them pleaſant & agree* 


able; whereas his Religion had no ex- 
penfive, troubleſome Rites appendant 
roit znor did it require any thing bur 


| our obſervation of thoſe LaWs which | 


eternal Reaſoz obligeth us to,and which 


of our ſelves we ſhould chooſe to live | 
under,were we freed from the #tangle- | 


ments of the World,and intereſts of Fleſh; 
go that n: ither doth this Obje@ion (ig- 
nifie any thing againſ the (cope of my 
Diſcout fe. | 
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INFERENCE from the whole; 


concerning, (1 ) The true notion of 4 


Fate of Grace and N ature. (2) The 
great deſign of Religion to perf ett hu- 


1manc varure. ( 3.) 7 he agreement - 


and oneneſs of Chriſtianity-and Mo- 
rality. (4) The method of Grace on 
the ſouls of men. (5. ) The nature of 
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The Way to Pappineſſe. 03 
tain mark, whereby to know our (fate- 
(7) The power of Godlineſs, and th®. - 
Forms of 3t. 


SECT. I. 


'ND now Iam at liberty to de 
. ſcend to the /mprovement of what 


I have faid; and the things / haveto- | 


add will be comprehended under theſe 
two Generals (1 )I»ferences,and a plain - 


( 2.) Advice in order to: practice. ; 
{. [-begin with the. /uferences and Corol- 


Larjes, that ariſe from the whole dif- 


| courſe, And 


by 
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(1 } Wemay colle&, What is the ſtate 


| of Nature; and what the ſtate of Grace « - 


* | We haveſeen that 'tis the great buſineſs 


£ 


of Relipion to overcome evil Inclinati- ©; 
0n:,avd the prevailing influence of ſenſe 
and paſſion, & evil cuſtoms and example | 
and worldly aff: ions; And therefore” 


the tate of Natnreconlifts inthe powey |} 


BY 

E 4 | and wo 
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©),I-Cor. are 
xv. Fleſp, Gal.vai7, Death, Rom. vii, 


24, Darkneſs, John iii. x 9. and old lea) jug 


wen, 1 Cor. v.7,On the contrary, The 
frate of Grace ls 


19. and Renovation, | 29001 
while *tis in its firſt Motions ; And the | er 
Divine Nature, 2 Pet.i.4.the image of | om 
the beaventy. I Cor. xy 20 


itt -40 The Spirie, | ext 
tf Gal.v.1 s. Light, Ephel.v.g. and Zife. | 
[þ TJ t. Joh, 11. I4 | : 


Svine favony, (2) for Chriſfts 
an. Vertue 


EIS. | 
As It lignifies Ditsnefavour, | 
ſoit is uſed. | 


SE (1) For theſe bh, 
| Z£Tords us, vis, the Goſpel, ] oh, l. 17, 
F{ and the influences of bi; Spirit. 1 Cop, 
Ef Xl. 9. In this ſenſe we are Celiver'd | 
it fx0m the fare of zatare þ y Bapti/m, 
| VIg, 


ts and alds.Goq. | 


The Way to Yappinele; 095” 
that viz, We are intitled. to: divine helpsy'. 
Ev 1 which is a kind of regeneration; for. we - 
Uorf are bornina condition of impotences' 
vil.f and weakneſs, and deſtitnution of ſpiri- 
{ea tnal aſſiſtances; This is the world okmeer-; 
The nature; But then in Baptiſm, we are 
FU | brought into the world of the ſpirit, 
N, | that is, Are put under-its #fluences,: 
| and are aſſured. of its aids, and foare | 
”, | morally born again: Not that this Rege= 
he | neration alone will ſave. us, withour 
of | our endeavours; .it imports only an- | 
ty | externalreation, and right to provilezs 
3 | ges and by theſe we-may be powerfully; 
0 | aſſiſted in our, ſiriving, if we uſe 

them. | "720M 
, But . then (2) Grace too, as it figni>* 
| files divine favour, implies his ſpecial * 
love, and kindneſs, fuch as he vouchs -: 
ſafes to ho)y,and vertuons men: fo that *? 
we may obſerve. that there may be a : 
diſtiuftion between a tate of grace;and; 
a ſtate of ſalvation. A ſtate of Grace in ; 
the former ſenſe, is a condition afſiſted-* 
' by the #»fltences of Gods Spirit; and aft-+ 
baptized perſons are in that. But itthey»-; 
Bs: _. 


+. hdr ens 


| | which ſuppoſeth divine aids, and inti- 


þ 
: 
' 
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ſpecial fayour ; and {o not in a ſtate 


of Salvatio».But when thoſe aſſiſtances 
are duly imployed, and join'd with 


our ſihcere endeavour, boo the perſon 
a 


{o uſing them, is in a Fate of Salvats- 


04 alſo;and in Gods ſpecial love and fa- 
your, Thus of the fate of Grace in the | 
| firſt ſenſe as taken for divine favour. 


(2) The word isalfo uſed for Chrif;- 
an Vertwe, 2 Peter iii. 18, aud vertze 


JF. 1s call'd grace becauſe,tis wrought in us 
'F&} by the affiſtance of Gods Spirse and the 


tight of the Goſpel, which are divine fa- 


voursgand to bein a ſtate of prace in [ 


this ſenſe, is to be a vertwous man, 


tles to divine love. 


Theſe things I have taken an occaſi- | 


on thus briefly to ſtate; and I have done 
it, becauſe there is ofttimes much con= 


fuſion in mens diſcourſes about Grace, . 


and Natare,from which much trouble 
and many controverſies have ariſen, 


[{-} Andby what 1 have faid alfo in thefe 
"I. bricf hints, the Dactrine of our Church. | 


1 
| : IG not thoſe belps, they are not in Godshn the « 


4C010) 


very / 
the pe1 
derita 
they. 


(11 


fect | 
nat 
E 1n tl 
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n the office of Baptiſm, may be under |; 
ſtood Cleerly, and will appear 'to be 

very ſound and true, notwithſtanding . 
the petty Exceptions of thoſe, that un- 

on Ideritand not what they ſay,nor whereof 7 
= | they affirm, | 


he | Sf cr. Il. 


&- | ({1)y may infer, That the great deſign of -- 
| | rtigion and the Goſpel is to pers .. 

1s | fect Humane nature, The perfefonof our - 
e || natures conſiſts (as Þ have intimated) - | 
« | in the /ubjeFion, and ſubordination of > | 
1 þ the affetions and paſſions to the Miwmad, | 
» | as1tis inlightned, and directed by the | 
- | divine Laws, and thoſe of Reaſon, This... 
is rhe ſtare of 3»tegrity, in which we. 
were firft made; and we loſt it, by the 
rebellion of our [exſes, and inferiour -* 
| powers, which have ufurpt the govern-.. 
nent of us ever fince. Here is the 3wper «. 
feltion,and corruption of our natures. © 
Now. Religion- deſigns to remove .. 

and enre theſe ; and toreftore us. to our :| 
firſt, 'and happy ſtate. Its bufine&s-ignot: -} 
wie LP 


Toes wel. T —_ 
PR > ENS , 
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107F-95;. ' The Way t& Yappineſſe: 

[ff fo reform our looks, and-our language 

it} or to model our ations, and geſtures 

If} intoa devout app:arance; not only :0 

Mt} reſtrain the practice of open prophane- 
Wi neſs,and villany,nor to comfoit us. with, 

WE the affurance of Gods loving us, we. 

Witt know not why : But to core our il] 14» 

WE F” emres,to govern our paſſions; to moderate. 

Wt F- our "deſires, to throw out pride and 

Ht} envy, and all #ncbaritable ſurmiſals,. 

Wt withthe other /piriewal ſorts of wic- 

[| | kedneſs3& thereby to make us /ikeunto. 

[ | God, in whom there is no ſhadow of. 

THR! fn, or imperfefon ; and ſoto render us. 

Fl | fit objeRs of his delight,and love. | 

Fi! - So that whatever doth not tend to. | 

#7 | make us ſome way or other really bettey.. | 

M1 | better in our ſelves, and better in all. 

i | Relations, as fathers, and children, and. 
WEI bu/bands and wives, and ſubjefs. and. 

i} governonrs, and reighbonrs,and friends, 

Mi | 1s not Religion;It may be a form of Ged-, 

Fs | /ineſs , but *ris nothing, to the fe, and. 

Tt | poPrex. And where We ſee not thu effetF" 

FI} of:Religion, let the profeſſor of it be. 

| 1 -neverſo bighand glorious in hig profeſ<: 
TF Wah GN Y 1 fiof,.. 


Ehs.Way-to Yappinelle. - 9, * 
fion,. we may yet conclude that either ' 
bis Religson is not goed, or that he only. : 
'0f| pretends, and really hath it.not. | 
ej] This Itaketobe aconſiderationof* 
th, greatmoment and preat certainty, vis. ' 
ve | That Chriſtian Religion aims. at the 
e- | bettering and perfettsng of our natures. 
re | For the things it commands relate 
d || either to Worſhip, or vertne, The initans. ? 
bs. | ces of external worſhipare prayer, and. | 
= | praiſe; both which, are high as of- 
>. | gratitudeand juſtice, and they fit.us for. 
F | divine bleſſings, % keep us under a /ew/e- 
; of God, &prepare us for #»io»with him, 
which is the higheſt perfetion of which. 
the creature is capable.thus the ewtward.. 
a&s of worſdip tend to. our happineſs; 
and the i:Ward do infinitely the ſame,' 

They are Faith, and Love, and Fear, 
Faith in God ſupports, andrelieves us 
in »1] aMiRions, and diſtreſſes. The /ove' 
of him isa pleaſure and ſolace to us in. 
all loffes and diſappointments, ſince he' 
is.an obje& molt filling, and ſatisfying, 
and 9xe that cannot beloſt, except we. 


wilfally thru him from ys, Fear old | 
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Hof his grearmeſs and power ; but a reve- 


£ 
1 


: 
4 
wW 
_ 


t! for the communications of his grace,and 
Witt loye, P/, ixxxv.g, And this it doth by 


i} £0 befaid likewiſcof the others,So that 
"they woldmake thoſehappy thatpraRite 


[hte chem,wherher happy had been poſitive. 
IHE Ly enjoyn'd,or not, & though no expreſy 


I rewards had been annext unto them, - 
{1}; There are other two as of worſhip 
HY which Chriſtianity requires, which 
Fiſt are :ſftieuted and poſitive, and 
tt reſpet Chri/# our Lord; They are, the 
$1} Sacraments, B aptiſmand the Lord: Sup. 
WE p&7 3 both whichare holy Rites, of high 
We fignification ; and ſeals of an excellent. 
i Covenant derween God and us, aſlur- 


| Faith, and repentance 3 and more firmly 
{BE obligion us to, holy obedience, and de- 


- 
* 


"BE: perdance;The only way in which we can . 


*£ » 
, . 's 4; 7 ' a 


| > be happy. Whence we ſce briefly; y- 


[| bath ho torment i [1s on fleviſe dread 


Wirence of his perfeRtions, and a lorhneſs to. 
| offend him, and this diſpoſeth us alſo. 


Is eongreity and its own nature; whichis 


I} ing us of pardon of fins, and all divine | 
| &. favours, upon the conditions of our . 


Th 
Fallthe 1 
nity bY 
and F 
Anc 

8 do th 
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all the parts of worfbip which Chriſtia-. 4 


id 
*= Fnity binds upon us,rend to our perfeion; 


{ For of Pride cometh ( ontention, Prov. 


\ alſo rakes away the occaſions-of the 
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and F elicity. « i 

And al the vertwes that it commands, 
do the ſame; both thoſe that reſpeus 
in a per/0nal,and thoſe others thar relate 
to us as members of Societies, Thus 
humility recommended, Afatr. ve 3. | 
Meekne(s bleſt;vergs.5 prurity,ver. 8. are *' 
vertues that accompliſh our particular... 
ptrſons,and make us heppy in'our lelyes;,-! 


xiii,10. And a great part of our troubles | 
ariſe from ſtomach and ſelf-will. all * 
which humility cures. And merkneſs. | 


numerous miſchiefs we run into throgh... 
the rage and diſorder of our paſli- 
ons; and *tis in it ſelf preat beanty and -1 
ornament, fince it ariſeth from the dge .- 
order, and government of our faculties, | 
Purity alſo, which comprehends tempes |: 
rance of all ſorts, frees us from the tor» .; 
menting importunity of thoſe deſires, | 
that drag us out of our ſelves: and exy_; 
pole us to fin, and folly, and WW” 


Fu "02 = The Way to-Happineſſe,. | 


I 2nd make us exceeding miſerable; be* 


HIM fides which itis a perfection that ren- 


Tl Jers us Uke unto God, and the bleſt 


| Spiris of the higheſt rank, And Chriſti- 


and make us happy in our particslar 
perſons, but in the mare publique capa- 
City alſo; They diſpoſe us to a quier. 
Hp obedience to oor governonrs without 
W! mrrmnring, and complaining; and there= 
FA; by the publique peace is ſecured; and 
f all good things elſe in ther . 
But there are other wertwes.. that 
Chriſtianity. enjoins., which have a 
| more direft tendency to the happineſs 
©} of orbers, as Fuftice, Mat.vii. 12, Cha- 
a! rity, Cor. 13. Lojalty, Rom. xiii. 
WE! and a7 other publique vertues . may, I 
iF| think, be- comprehended under 2heſe, 


preys upon another, and no mans pro- 
EF perty is ſafe, Where Charity is want« 
F] ing, Jealouſies, hatreds, envyings, 

& back-bitings,. and-- cruelties. abound, 
which-render the world deplorably. 


HE! at vertues do not only accompliſh ,. 


Where there is no F«/7ice, every man. 


; unhappys : Wherethere.is-not Lojalty » 
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e* | and conſcionable ſubmiſſion to Gover- 


ne 


nours, the prblique is upon every- OC- 
cafion of commotion, involy'd 1n inft- 
nite miſeries» and difaſters. So that all 
the precepts of our Relzgion are in their 
own nature proper i#ſtrwments to make 
wu happy; and they had been; methoar 
of Felicity to be choſen by all reaſonable 
creatures, though they. had never been. 
required by ( great, andſofacred an 
Authority. 

| Thele things I have ſaid, becauſe 
could not chooſe but take this occaſion 
to recommend the excelency, and rea» 


{ [onableneſs of our Religion; And I have 
done 1t but only in brief hints, becauſe 
| itariſerh but upon a Corolary from my_ 
| mainſubjzR, and from ebs | infer 


SOT +33, 


| | (111) F'Bat Chaiſttanity is- the- | 


. height, and perfection of mos 
rality: They both. rend tothe real bet-. 
tering, and accompliſhment of humane 
nature : But the rules and meaſures of- 


. moral. Philoſophy were weak and im+ 


parfe. rill Chrift, Feſus came: He cone! 


firmed. 


F vertue, that were written upon our 
| hearts ; and cleared them from many 
Eprruptions that were grown upon them 


| | by his Anrbority,and the knowledge he 
I} gave of 4:vine aids,and greater rewards, 
W and . pariſerentss then were under- 
| ſtood before ; yea he inlarged it in 
| fome inſtances, ſuch as loving enemies, 


10t 7 eſis taught morality, viz, the way of 
4 0} living like men; And the 5. Chapter of 
Flt Adatthew is an excellent Lefure of 
wt 64 kind. 
TK v9 thatto diſparage morality, is to 
Wt di/grace (briftianity it ſclf ; and to vili- 
W fie 9c of the ends of Chriſts coming 
| into the world. For all Religion and all 
| 4#tses reſpe& either God,our neighbour, 
For ovr ſelves, and the duties that relate 
FE to theſe rwo laſt, are moral vertmes, 
FL The Apoſtle St. fames counted theſe 
LE foratities of vifiting the Widow and 


Ja WM Father - 
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Fj medand enforced all thoſe precepts of 


through ignorance and vice, the gloſſes - . 
"of the Jews, and falſe conceirs of the |u#, 94": 


Gentu/es ; and he inforced them anew 


and forgiving injuries, Thus Chriit. . 1 


Th 
arberle 
Micah \ 
wes of 
the mA 


the wh 
tw O, QC 
our #41 
13.W 
moral: 


God | 
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f [Fatherleſs, to be the pure Religion and J 
r {wndefiled, Jam. 1.17 And the Prophet .* 
Micah intimates, that thoſe moral vir- . 
tues of juſtice and mercy, were ſome of: 4] 
the main things that God required of 
Jus, 2ficab.vi. 8.Our Saviour faith, that 
 Jthe whole Law is ſumm'd up in theſe 
two, to /ove God with «ll our ſouls,and 
our neighbour, as our ſelves, Math. xxli, 
1 3-Which /atter contains the duties of Þ 
morality, And that which the grace of 'F 
God in the Goſpel reacherth, accord= } 
| ing to St, Pawlis,to H5ve ſoberly, righs } 
| tcoully, and godly in vhis preſent: world, 
Tit.:1t. 11. There Is no godlineſs with<  Þ} 
out orality, All the fruits of the Spiris 
reckon'd up. (7 al. vi 22, are morall vers 
tues, And when weare.commanded to 2: 
groW in graves 2 Vet. ill, 18, vertue is | 
partly underſtood, For one branch of. F 
I what is call'd Grace in us,is moral vere | 
tue, produced by divine aids, Chrsſfti« 'Þ 
an principles, and incouragementsz- '} 
| chough*cis true, the word is extended : 
to thoſe duties that relate jmmediately 
to God allo, = 
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and ſuch like, Thus: «eAnrinomiani/m, 
and all kinds of Phanaticiſm have made 
their wav by the difparagement of w#- 
rality, and men have learnt to believe. 
themſelves the choſen, pretions people, 
while their hearts have been full of m24- 
lice, and bitterneſſe, and their hands of 


violence, while they deſpiſed domintons, 


and poke evil'of dignities yebe!l d againſt 


\ the Government, deſtroyed publique 
. peace,and endeavoured'to bring al&1nto 


miſery, and confuſione.. 'Tis this 
diabolical project of dividing moraliry 


F from Reltgion, that hath given Tiſc and 


occaſionto all theſe villanies, And while 


_ thepratiſers of ſuch things have aſſu- 


med 


. 
: 4 Ke - 
; T 


d{med the name of the: only godly, Godtt- 
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{Jeſſe it ſelf hath been brought intosſ= 


of I grace by them 3 'and Atheiſm incourag+ 


181 cd to ſhey itſelf, in open defiance to 


Religion... Yea, throngh the 5ndiſcrets- 
-0ns,& inconſideratenelſs of ſozze preach- 


ers,the phantaſtry, and vain babble of 0- 
thers, and the general d;ofir50n of the 
people to admire what makes a great 
ſaew,8& pretends to morethen ordinary 
Piritzality; things are,in many places, 
come to that paſs,that thoſe who teach 
Chr iftsan vertue,and Religiqn in plasn— 
neſs and fmplicity without fenflels phre- 
ſes ,cand phantaſtick «ffe&Fatiovs, ſhall 
be reckon'd for dry moralsfts, and ſuch 
as underſtand nothing of the life, and 
power of Godlineſſe. Yea, thoſe people 
have been ſo long uſed to gibberiſh and 
canting, that they cannor underſtand 


1 plain ſenſe ; aud vertue is become ſuch 4 


a ſtranger to their ears, that when they 
hear it ſpoken of-in a pulpitr,they count 
the preacher a broacher of new dsvinsty; 
and-one that. would teach the way 20. 
heaven by Philoſophy ; Aud he —_—_ 

| WeCils 


| I To8 


- ſoul;for the diffc w/ties wil not be rewe- 


' EXpelled 1n a moment, 


«ib. > Doe = OEY a 


The danger and vanity of -which gn0- 
rant humour, the contempe of morality, | 
1s apparent inthe whole ſcope of my 
Diſcourſe, and therefore | add no more 
concerning it here; but proceed to as 
nother Inference, whichis, 


Sn c7, IVY, 


(1V.) Chat Graceand the new Nas 
ture, make their wap by degrees on the 


ved, nor the corrupe nature ſubdued all 
at once, Habits that grow by repeated 
atts, rime, and continuance, will not be 
No man can be- 
come greatly evil or good on a ſudden, 
The Path of the juſt ſhines more and more 
30 a perfelt day, Prov, iv, 18. We do 
inot - jump trom darkneſs into full 
kght. We: are not fully ſanRtified and 


3 convertedin an #»ftant. Che day begins | 
 -inant»ſe/ible dawn, and the Kingdow | 


of 


The Way to Bappineſe. {|- 
* well, if they do not fay, That he is an} * 
" eltheift; orthat he would reconcile] 


ced, 
us to Gentilsſm, and Heathen Worſhip] P 


Ly 
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4 prot 
| and 


g of heaven us like a grain of Muſtard I 
le ſeea, Mat xiii. 31, It doth not ſtart up * 
' preſently to the ſtature of a tree, The * | 


bh, 


Al 


ny 
re 


þ proceed to prrpoſes; theſe to reſolutions, Þ 


| the night ends, & when the dawn enters: Þ 
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Divine birth begins like the Natural, |} 
' In an imperfect embryo, 4 
There are ſome ſeeds of Knowledge and } 
Goodneſs that God hath ſownin our } 
natures; theſe are excited by the Divine } 
" Grace and Spirit to convidtions, which | 


| and thence we paſs to abſtinence from, I 
all groſs foxs,and the performance of out= - 
Ward Dxties: and oat laſt by degrees, | 
to vigorow attempts, for the deftrutlion © 
of evil habits and inclinations, When ' 
Grace 1s arrived to th# eminent growth 
'tis very wiſible, as the plant is + 
when *tis above the ground : But the -} 
beginnings of Converſion are not ordi« {| 
narily perceived. 

Sa thatto catechize men about the 
punttnal time, and circumftances of 
their Converſion, is an idle device and 
a great temptation to verity and lying. 
Who can tell the exa& moment when 
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' Tis true indeed, the paſſage from the |/ovc. 


exceſſes of Wickednels, which begins 


in ſome extraordinary horrors and-con- |! 


victions, is ſometimes very notable; 
but 'tis not fo in alor moſt, The 
tme of St. Paul's Converſion was 


eminent, but that «change was from. 


Freat Tontrarieties and. miraculowand I 
therefore *tis not to be drawn into in-Jv 


progreſſions of Grace, are uſually un- 


diſcerned: We cannot ſee the Graſs quſt I 


putting out of the earth, or aftually 


prowing 3 but yet we find that it doth þ/ 
.both, And Grace is better known in its |. 


Fruits, than in its riſe, By their Fruits 

ge ſoall know them, ſaith our Saviour, 

Mat xil. 33,and the ſame way we may 

know our lelves, 
SECT. V, 

(V.,) We ſee that there is an Animal 


As well as a Divine Religion i; A Reli- 
gion that is but the effe & modificati- 


.  ondof complexion, natural fear, and ſelf 


lave, 


ſtance. Roth the beginnings and minute | 


{ente 
of k! 
mall 


ſpeci, 
the 1 


'Faſts 


love 
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ſeen, and how ſhort, jt will prove in 
- [theend, The not-noting #4 hath been 
the :ſad. occaſion,.;of deceiving many-+ 
Some obſerving. great. beats of zeal 
ad . devotion in the modern Phariſees, 
[take theſe to be the Saints :and good 
people; believing all the.g/or5om things, 
which they: aſlume. .co themſclves : 
When : etheys, that know them to be 
exvious and malitions, unjuſt aad.c ove= 
tos, proud and #ngovernable, and can» 
not therefore look. on them.as fuch 


loves. How far the[e will. go, we have 


choiſe boly people, are apt to affirm all, 
ts |.to. be hypocrifie and fergning. In which; =} 
ts [{entences, both are miſtaken for want: - Þ 


r, of knowing thatthere is a meer Ani. Þ 


wy | al-Religion, that will produce very* 


ſpecious8&glerious effeRs,. So that thogh 
the Phariſee Prays vehemently, . and 
Faſts ſeverely, and talks much of the 
love of God, and delights greatly in 
al | bearing and pious Diſcourſe, and will 
li- | {uffer all things for what he calls his 
ti- | confcience ; yet he'is not to be _conclu- 
elf | ded a Saint ſrom hence, becauſe the 
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weer Animal Religion may put. itſelf|are t 
forth in all theſe expreſſions, - not f 

And though this Profeſſor be a bad| nar 
man, proxdand coverous, maliciom and| eſs, 
Ceriforions, ſacrilegious and Rebellion, | thoſe 
yer we cannot thence be afſared that he|-eer 
is an Hypocrite, in oneſenſe, viz, ſach| mon 
at one as feigns all that he pretends:Bue|&by 
we may believe that he is really ſo affeſnare 
Red with Hearing, and Prayivg, and| of th 
devour Company, as he makes thew,| 92" 
and yet for all :h5, not alter our opini-| W he 
on of his being an evil gan : fincerhe| & co 
Animal Religion will go as far as the|Paſlt, 
things in which he glories. they 

There is nothing whereby the com agan 
mon people are drawn more eafily into[{earn 
the ways of Sets and Separations,then| ##iy 


$ by the obſervation of the zealand de-| #b1e, 


votion of thoſe of the fatbioxr 3 T heſs Ment: 


| they rake to be Religion, and the greatgreat 


matters of Godlineſs, and:ehofe the reli. there 
gious and only godly people, And o firſtmedie 
they conceive a great opinion of them, {Ncon 
and then follow them whitherſoved, Wh 
they lead, For the generality of mere 27 
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{f|are tempted into Schiſm and Parties, 
not ſo much by the arguments of Fa. 
14| naricks, as by the opinion of their Godls- 
id| neſs, which opinion is grounded upon 
zs,| thoſe things, which may ariſe from the 
ne| meer eAnimal Religion, and very com 


| monly do ſo, This they underftand-not, . | 


ue &by thi 5gnorance are betrayed into the 
Fea[ſnare of Separation, to the (difturbance 
ad of the Peace of the Church , and their 
w,lomn great burt and inconvenience, 
17.1 Whereas could they be made to know 
hel & conſider that complexion and natures 
chel paſſions may bring forth al theſe fruits, 
they might be ſecured by this means 
magainſt the rempring impoſture 3 and 
learn that Meekweſs and Patience, Afﬀa- 
a bility and Charity, Juſtice, and a Peace- 
de able, humble temper, are betterargu« 
beſs Ments of Saintfoip than all zbeſe. Thus a 
"eat great 95/chief might beprevented ; and 


firſ medied by the ſame Obſeryation3 The 

em, 1nconvenience 15 this, 

veg. While che enemics of FaRions ob» 

mer}eR Hypocrifie to them aſfiming that all 
arc 6 


Lg 


x13 } 
. 4 " 
i 
| 


;| there is axother alſo that might- bere- 
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| - and thereby di 


they do and ſay, is mcer perſona:5ug and 
_ pretencez they confirm and ſetle thoſe 
people in their way for many of them 


ſequently that their oppoſers are milta- 


ken in their judgments concerning 


them; by which they are better eſta- 
bliſht in their own good opinion, and 


hardned againſt eonvition; whereas 


did they conſider- ſach things as | have 
ſaggeſted, about the Animal Religion, 
- and grant to' them that they may be 
ſeriows, believe themſelves infinitely, 
andfeet all thoſe Warmrths, which they 
ptetend, and yet be evilmen, 'and far 
enough from being gad/y; Did they 
ſhew them that all their zeal and De- 
votson, & moreand greater than there, 
may-ariſe from a principle that hath 
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know, that they are in earneſt, and cons+], 


(VE. 


of G! 
of UT 
{ of & 


ery 
vitFe 
incls 
UV n1 
ATTY 


ſen, 
F, 


nothing Divine and ſupernatmral in it : 
They woald thereby ſtrike them inth 
right vein, and bring them down from 


the high perch, whereon, by their fal/o| 


warks, they had | gra themſelves; 
abuſe them, and preven 


the abuſe of others. 


SnCT: 
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(VE) TT 7 E:ſee how ' we may know | 
| our ate, whether it be that | 
of G2ace and Life ; 03 the other ſad one 
of Unregenerary and Death. The ſtare 
of Grace isa motion towards the reco- 


b condition is. And the way - I would 
s propoſe to thoſe others, who are. yet 
| - MnCertain, is thy, viz.To take notice, 


Whether t hep rea!lp vefign, and make : 
-- any pzogreſs in Goodnels, Every wor ion 
indeed cannot befelr or perceived; but | 
if we go on,though never ſo inſenſibly,, : 

F 3 ." time 4 


F 
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* time will ſhew that weare grown, If 


$ fefts, and fudiouſly apply proper inftru* 
|| ments to remove them ;if we find ſauce 
ceis inthole indeavours, and that we 
are better this year, chan we were the 
former; That our Paſſions are better 
governed, and our inordinate affettions 
mote reftrained,and our evil habuts and 
anclinations leſs powerful with us, *tis 
an 5nfallsbl: fign, that we live and are 
Ina fate of Grace; that we ſhall at laſt 
arriveros perfett may in Chriſt Feſme, 


| x07, 3 Cor. 1v. 1: whereas on the otber 
& hand, If we come to ſome hopeful pitch 


| | ” oy be as powerful with us mow, as they 


we conſider what are our particular de- f 


{ Eph. iv. 13. and ſhall 4cainif we faint, 


| q and ftand ftill there, if bn and temuprats- 


EF were ayear ago, and our syclinations 


in a bad ſtate, and dead, Whilethe 
Plant grows, it 5varand may become a 


| þ notz4ecaies and comes to nothing. 
l Though 


<o— pom tene en 


& paſſions juſt ac the ſame paſs, we are 


| great tree, tnough at preſent it be but. 
'* (mall : whereas that, whoſe ſtature is. 
” bigger, and more promiſing, if it proceeas . 


= y 
4 
- » l 


The Way to Yappineſle, 
Though weare imperfeft, if weare | 
friving and going towards perfection, . | 
God overlooks our [nfirmities, and 


pardons them for Chriſts ſake, This 1s 
our fincerity,and an effe# of true Faith, . 
Bur if on the other hand we think our 
ſelves wel, and do not always attempt 
forwards, our ſtate is 64d, and our f1ny 
will be imputed. Be our pretences what 
they will, our Feith is not ſincere, and 
will not ſtead us. | | 
When we getto a Certainpitchin i 
Religion, and make that our. ſtate, "ris. 
a1 argument that our Re/sg:onwag meer» | 
ly Animal ; and but a mode of complex; « 
on , felt loveand natural fear, When * 
we overcome /ome fins, and are wil- # 
ling to ſpare and cheriſh ochers, 'tis a 5 
ſigg that we are not ſoncere 1n our ate |} 


tempts upon 4»y, & that what we haye:: 
done, was not perfarmed upon good and :: 
&ivine motives. 

* #ncerity & diſcovered by groWth,and 
this is the ſareſt wark that 1 know of / 
Tryal. So that we haveno reaſon to 
preſume, though, as wethink, we have 
F.4. 
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on the other ſide; have we any to dee 
fpair,thovgh our preſent atrainmexts are 
but ſmall, if we are proceeding. 'The 
buds and tendereſt 6/oſſoms. of Divine 
Grace, are acceptable to God; when 
the faireſt leaves of the meer Animal 
Relsgion are nothing in bis eſti- 
mate. 2463 SIGUR SE 
| © This 1s agreat advantage. we have 
| from the Goſpel ',-that- wnperfetion 
| _ will be accepred, Where there is ſice- 
| 'rIty 3 whetras according 'to the: mea- 
F-fures of exa&t and: rigorous Jultice.,no 
7 mancould be made happy in the high 
| degree of glory, buthe that was perſet, 
| and whoſe vifories were abſolute. 


SterT, VII. 


+ (VT, ab may be colle&ed from our 
f Diſcourſe, - wherein the 
Power of Godlineſs conſiſts, viz. Ar: a 
| Progreſs towards perfection, and an intire 
| Victozy over all the evils of our Natures, 
if The Formsof Godlineſs are not only bo 
| the 


| gone a great way, if we go not 0n, Not 


- The Way to Bappinetle, r1s 
the ceremonies of Worſhip, and. external | 
ations of feigned Piety ; Butall the five 
things of the Animal Religion, I have. 


mentioned, are of eb# kind, and they I 


arethe Worſfsſort 3 By the greſſer Forms i 
men hardly. deceive others; by theſe } 
they etfeually ;gul themſelves. Sorhat & 
many that vehemently eppoſe Forms, 
are the greateſt Formaliſts themſelves. 
Forms of- Worſhip may well Free 
with, the Power of Goalineſs; when as 
zeal againſt Forms,may be aForm it ſelf; 
whateyer makes ſhew of Religion and 
doth not make us better, that's aForm, - 
1T leaſt to «9. There are Spiritual Forms, 


- as well as thoſe of the other ſort, and 
_ theſe are molt deadly.. Poyſon is worſt 


in'Aquavite, He that ſpeaks his pray- 
ers ex tempore With vehemence & loWg= 
neſs, if he ſtrive not againſt his i/ va- } 
tee and ſelf will, is as much a Forma. - 
liſt, as be. that tells his Prayers by his 
Beads, and underſiandi not one. word 1 
he ſaith, And thoſe that run away from. | 
Forms in Cirrches, meet more dang:- : 
rous ens in Barns and private corners | 
Ts F 5 Orthe- © 


eee, arm... fl... as. nad, Bad Cm a rr rt —_ 4" 
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Orthodox Opinions, devont Phraſes, ſet 
Looks, melting Tones, affeted Sighs, 
and vehement Raptures, are often meer 
Forms of Godlineſs, that proceed from 
the Animal Religion, which 32 ſe/f is a 
Form likewiſe. © that the obſeryers of 
ſo many mores intheir Brothers eye, 


would learnto throw out the Beams! 


{ ehgir own! 

The Form of Godlineſs that pretends 
itſelf to be no mere.is not ſo hurtful: 
But the Forms , that call themſelves 
the Power, are deadly.” Tis the Forma; 
lity.and Superſtition of Separatift; that: 


keeps on the Separation : They contend! 
| for phancies and arbitrary trifles, We: 


| for order and obedience. The People are 
+ abufed by names, and being frighted by 
,the /padoWs of Superſtition and Forma- 


liry they run into the worſt Formality , 


and fillieſt Superſtition in the World,The 
Kingdom of heaven conſiſts not in meats 
and drinks, Rom. iv. 17. neither in 
Circumciſion, nor Uncirenmesſion, 1COr 
? Vit» 19, not in ze4/for little things, nor 


agar 
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the World without ws, This is that WiſY 


| Tye Way to Yappifieſſe. 12% 
againſt them both the one and rh$ 
other are equally farmal.. . mn 
The power of Religion lies in w/ingÞ 
Divine azds heartily and conflantly, 1 
order tothe Qvercomirg the difficulties] 
of our way.. This God/ine{s isnot exer- 
ciſed ſo much in reforming others, as 
our ſelves; The chiet defign 1s to govern 
within, and not to make Laws forY 


dam that is from above, which 1s pure! 
and peaceable, Jam. it. 17, It makes noY 
iſe and blaſter abrogg, but quietly 
minds its own buſineſs at home. . | 

So that certainly the eff men have 
rot always had. the greateſt fame for'} 
Goaline/s; as rhe wiſeſt have very ſel-' 
dom been the moſt popular. Theyare 
the effefts of the Animal Religion thatY 
make the 5iggeft hew, The voice of true Þ 
Religion ts beard #n quiet,it ſounds notÞ 
1 the corners of the {ireet. The power } 
of Goaltneſs is ſeen in Fuſtice, Meckneſs, | 
Hamility,. and Charity,: things: that 
look notſo ſplendidly as the Spiritwal 3 
Farms,. 7 
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FE And. thus ofthe INFERENCES 
[and COROLL ARIES that may: be 
[drawn from my Diſcourſe, which 
{ thogh they cannot all be inferred from | 
{> any of its minute and ſeparated parts, yet 


J ay lie in the defign and contexture 
[- of it, 


to 


CHAP Y» 


| Praftical «Advice for a 
CONCLUSION. 


13 Haſten now toAdvice for ÞP2agice 
F | The way of Happineſs is 4&iffealt, 
F. but the difficulties may be overcome b 
| friving, Alitle will not do,many ſeek: 
'. ers are ſhot out; what remains theo,bu 
that we perſwade our ſelves to ſtrive 
and that diligently, with conſtant reſo- 
| dation and endeavonr, 
'{ . Wewere made for Happineſs, and 
| Happineſs all the World ſeeks; Wh 
: | will 


| and thar ſearch hath ſtil ended in ſhame: 


ſtantial Felicity 15. We know, and the. | 


The Way to Yappineſe, - 123 
will ſhew 1s any good? Plal. iv.6. isthE | 
voice of all the Creatutes, We have] 
ſought it long in emptineſs, and ſhadoWs ;Þ 


and diſappointment. Where trwe ſub, 
41 


lf 


Way we know, Joh. xive 4. It isnothid | 
from us in Clonas and thick Darkneſſe ; 
or if it were, 'twere worth our pajhs to 1 
ſearch after it. It 1s notat ſogreat ag 
diſtance, but it may be ſeen, yea, e ma li 
be brought ſonear as to be felt. Thoug! 
the way is ftreight, yet *tis certain ; or! [ 
if it were otherwiſe, who would nort 1 
venture his pains upon the paſſibility of 
ſuch an #ſ[#e? Many Difficulties are in| 
It; but our Inconragements and Aſfiaf/ 
flances are infinite, The love of Ged,] 
and the gift of his /o» : the bloud ofi 
Chriſt, Ky his #nterceſſion : the aids of 
the Spirir, and the Direfions of thell 
. Goſpel : the Invitations and Promiſegy| 
the rare Precepts, and incomparableſif 
Examples of thoſe holy men that havell| 
gone before us, Theſe are mighty helpal 
A di 


£24 : The Way to Happineſſe, 
andoreat motives to afliit us in Friving, 
Fandro quicken us to it. 
E Let us then ariſe in the ſtrength of 
EFaith,and in the incouragement F 

E «54s, and attempt with courage upon 
Ethe Difficulties of our way. Let us in- 


4. 


be glorious, It isno Queltion, I hope, 
whether God, or the Creature ts to be 


F that we ſhould fay and confider; we 
Hclves by atoo ſudden ingagement, we 
have delayed roo long already,and every 


F.moment we fit ſtill, is one. loſt to our 
FDsty, and our Happineſs.Let us reſolve 


| odevery things ative for its end and 
if PerfeRton. - 


f © 


thoſe 


Page our deepeſt Reſolutions, .and moſt 
diligent endeavours, Here is no need to | 
b eliberate, the things are nereſſ. ary, the - 
E benefits unſpeakable, and the event will. 


© firft choſen; whether Heavenor Hell be 
# better ? and therefore there is no cauſe : 


+ cannot be ra/+ here , we cannot hart our. 


| 


I then, and begin with courage, and pro-. | 
ffeecd with diligence, *tis our End. and | Rruttio 


If Felicity for which we are to ſtrives. 


| All Creacures are #iligent in ferving-/ 


the. | 
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the Defigns of Providence : the Hezee! 
vensare in reſtleſs moron, and the" 
Clonds are ſtill carrying about their” 
fruitfull Waters ; the finggi/h Barth ie. 
ſelf is always putting forth 1n variety of 
Trees,and Graſnand Flowers ; the Ris ? 
vers run towards the Sea, the Brooks: 
move towards them,.and the Sea. with= 
in it ſelf, Thus all things even in 514+" 
vimate Nature. may mind us- of ating! 
towards our end, And if - welook a 
little highcr,, the Beaſtr-of the Field, 
the Fowls,, and (arrel. and creeping; 
things are _— in Frgving after the! 
good and perfe&jon of their Natures,and 
Solomon ſends. the Sluggard to thoſe 
little Inſetts the Ant and Bee, to teach | 
him a@ivity and diligence, Prov. vi. 6,: 
And ſhall the B:a#s at more reaſona.' 
bly than the profcfied Sons of Reaſon p* 
May ic not ſhame #,. that we.need ##-% 
fruftionfrom the Creatures that have” 
no #nderſtanding?> With what face can 
we carry our heads ſo-high; and look: 
down with. Contempt.upon inferione.. 


'more regularly, than we. | 
'* The Sum is, Al ehings are inceſſantly 
| owing towaras an End; and Happi- 
-nefs is072which therefore ſhould in- 
; gage Our moſt” careful Thoughts, and 
moſt 'aRive Endeavours, 1''4 

- Weareſolicitous and diligent about 
-.chings of infinitely /eſs moment, and 
Fin effe& of yone, viz. uncertain Riches, 
 ſenſnal Pleaſures, and worldly Honours; 
' though the way to theſe is ſufficiently 
aifftcult and wneafie, yet we are not di/- 
couraged: We attempt all thoſe Diffi- 
' eulties with an obſtinate Courage, thogh 
without promiſe of any equal ailiſtance, 
| or aſſurance of ſucceſs, We are often 
defeated in our purſuits, andyet we 
' g0 0u. We are overmaſter'd by croſs 
events, and yet we try again. We miſs 


end, & yet weareas ativein courting 
difappointment another time:either we 
attain not the things we ſeek, ot find no 
. true ſatufaftion in them, or they die in 
our hands preſently, and yet we ſirive, 
Ang 
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-Animals,when they live:more wiſely and | 


* our happwmeſs, we have attain'd our 


T 
| And 
Certa 
repre 
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And doth not- this a&ivity about wwe | 
certain, nnſathfying Trifles, ſhametully, J 
reprove out Negligence in reference to | 
our great End, Happineſs, and Por- | 
fetion ; in {triving for which we have | 
all the powers of Heaven to ar us, and | 
the Pord of God, and the Bloud of his - 
Son, and the experience of all that eyer Þ 
try'd to aſſure us that we. ſhall neither Þ 
Fail of the. thi»gs. we ſech, nor of the ® 
pleaſure thar we expel from them. And | 
why-then.do we lazily fit down, and {| 
* withthe ſluggard'ſay, There iea-Lionin ] 
the Way, While we deſpiſe greater dif 4 
coaragements, When vain things are to | 
be ſought? The Merchant doth not give” 
off, becauſe there are Storms, EE the 
numerous Dangers of the deep to be 
met with in his way to the Indjes ; nor 
the Souldier lay by his Arms, becauſe 
of the hazards and toils of War, And 
do we a& conragiouſly for petty pur-. 
chaſes;& faint & deſpond when we are | 
to ſtrive for Crowns & eteryal Glories- 
'Tis true indeed our own natural 
ſtrength is ſmall, In proportion tothe 
Diffi« | 
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| Difficulties We are to in counter; bat 


£ 


the Grace of God « ſufficient for #s,2 Cor. 
Xi!,g. & we may do all things through 
Chriſt chat ſtrengthens us, Phil, iv. 13. 
Nature is weak , and imperfe# , but we 
are not left in the condition of #22er 14- 
ture; For We ave not wnaer the Law, 
but nndey Grace, Rom. vi. 14. Weare 


under the 5nflaences of the holy Spirit, 


[ which will remove the mountains, and 


plain the way before us, if we take care 


| _fO ingaze thoſe aids by Faizhand fin- 


Fere endeavour, | 

For this we may be ſure of, That God 
will never be wanting to 6, if we are not 
ſo.unto ovy [clvegs. & that the caſe as to 
our #atwral inability, andthe 4ſiFance 
of Gods Spirit,ſcems to be thus. A man 
1n 2 Boat is carried from the Harbour 
he deſigns, by the violence of the Cur 
rent; he is not able only by plying of 
the Oar, to overcome the reſiſtance of 
the Tidegbur a gentle Gale blows with 
him, which will not of it ſelf neither 
carry him np agaiuſt the Torrent : Nes- 
ther of them will do it ſingly : but if he 


hoiſt 
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haift the ſail,and uſe the Oar roe,this #. } 
5294 torce prevails;and he gets happily 
to the Harbour. This methinks reſem= || 
bles our condition;we are carried down || 
the torrent of evil snclsnarions & affee= | 
t50n4,0ut own #21a3ded force is tov l3trle | 
for that great refiſtance:but the holy ſp#- | 
Fit is with us,1t breaths upon ns, and is 
ready to affiſt,if we are /o to uſe it, & by : 
the ſuperaddirion and ingagement of 
thoſe bleſſed Aids,there is no evil in our 
natures but may be overcome, So that {| 
we have no reaſon to be diſcouraged at. 
the apprehenſion of out inpotence,out of | 
wegkneſſe We ſhall be made firong, Heb. 

\ xi.24-If we imploy our Talent,though 
it be but a very /mal one, we ſhal have 
more, Mat. Xxv.29. And if we accept of: | 
thoſe divine helps,and «ſe them, what 
Was before, to meer natural cone 

fideration,wneaſie, will be pleaſant and 
tweetly reliſhing, 

One of the preateſt Difficultses in the 
way of Religion, is to beg» : the fir 
eps are rougheF torhole feet that have } 
beenunaccuſtomed to ite. The helps and : | 
: ma-. 


_ 
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manifold incouragements we ſhal meet. 


F More «agreeable and: delightſome, Thoſe 
| very foils. will be gratefull ;.and we 
\ Know there . is ſcarce any great /en/eof 
|} P/e:/ure,burt where there is ſome © :ff- 
I cultryand Pain, Even our Work it telf 
| Wil be ages, And'tis notonly the 
| Ed of Wiſdom that is pleaſavtneſs,but 
F Thc #77 way. Pro.iii.17.So thatthogh 
| We are. Fali'd [upon ro ffrive, and to 
| #9, a0&co fight, ( which words import 
| Labour) yet weare not required to 
 Quit- our plegſrrer,butto change the 
| ohzefFs of them; to. leave the -delzghts 
of {Wie fori thaſe of Angels, ſenſualfor 
ſpiretnal {Satisfactians.,” 5s 
Thus all things incourage, and invite 
us to flrsve;z God calls upon us,and our 
- own Intereſt, call, (hriſt Feſws came to 
ingagze us to this Work,and the Holy 
Sp#rit waits to aſſiſt it. If notwirhſtand- 
| Ing all this, we /« ffil,our Negligence 
Will be 5nexcuſable and fatal: or if we 
- ariſe,and goa little forward,and then 
} lay.us down to, take our eaſe-and reſt, 
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T he UWap to Yappinefle, - 13x" 
our ſtate in the judgment. of one that? 
knew,will be wor/e,more dr#Þerate, | 
and excyſeſeſs,2.Pcteil.31. 'Þ 
I conclude all then, in the words of. 

the bleſſed eLpoſftle, 1 Cor.xv.,There- | 
fore my beloved Brethren, be ye ftedfaſt,, \ 
nnmoveable,alvaysabounding in thework | 
of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know thay - | 
Jour Labour ts not in vain in the Lord; | 
To him be Glory, and Honour: hence- } 
, forth,andfor ever. AmkN. 
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on. Religion 1s not hard to be under» 
ſtood, The Dithculties ars/e,(1) from 
the Depravities of 0#r Natures, (2 

from the [influences of the ſenſes, ( x 
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from the power of Cuftom, (5) from 
evil example, 4:4 (6) from World- 
ly intereſts 4d ingagements, p+ 4+ 
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